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(Data by Mrs,.David
(3ellers, Feb,13,1940.

The old ROAD from Ocala-Sharpes Ferry to Volusia counfy on uast
Coast passed easterly as per sketch --—fzy&i '
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The Present, BAST - WEST highway through.MﬁSS BLUFF ¢

OTIS SQUIRES says: when he  came to Moss Bluff ,1917/18, the present
road from near the CHURGT;of CHRIST, easterly to near where Dan.,

e

csz

stumpsy the roadway was’ Qﬁﬁmow, and dodged around a lot Af when
a team or auto traveled over this roadway. (Otis Squires,1l/8,1941.,

ABSTRACT OF L.R.VHEELERS LAND --- Feb,7,194l:

~ Mrs, bally (Fussell) Perry states olff JIW THOMAS 1ived.here first
L AMES—THOMAS, pernaps bullt olra-Log.Hous
2e ALLEN FORT,Jr. bought of U.S.Governmment, Feb.9 18583 40 acrese.
(4O Allen &Lﬁm&nda E,Fort sold to Joseph Fort, July T 1858,
4, Joseph & Margaret Fort sold to James P.Parker, Apr.22,1875.
5. James P.,Parkerixsold to "illiam Byron Parker, Mar.l15,1884,

&

6 William B.Parker sold to James Preston Nix, Dec.8,1884,

7 James Preston sold to John Bliss of Gilsum,N.H.,Feb,25,1885,
8., John Bliss sold to ester ReWheeler, Jan.,28, 1919; present owner,

({( Jemes“P, & Annie%ﬂ. Parker sold to 'm,Byron Parker, 1884,)

( James Preston % Laura A.Nix sold to John Bliss,4Dec 30,1884,

A

This 40 acres is the NW; of SW: of Section 19; Range 25 east |
and Township 16 south. JQAEMW%@_““biigﬁgw
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An old Deed states the present L.R.' 'heeler place | &
was about one mile east of MOSS BLUFF, at that time e ST

the L.R.W, section was called, -~ LONGZLAKF
S 05 Ay /" TTem y-E.ﬁfWEBeler. 1941-

The 40 acre Wm.,P.%sllace ownes, was owned by the UPCHURCH Co. WhO |
= . h 14 to m. P . fallace:
cut off the timber & sold to "Hump Criggs,i& e SO
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" The OLD LOG SCHOOL~MEETING

_,,,._.,_--f---*'"‘"""'*f* S . .
“'7§?J . f /o./' _ (Data by TOB Fort,Feb.17, '40
- OLD ROADS and HOUSES, ——
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 2USTIS formerly was called, FORT MASON, The old FORT MELLON \/
ROAD, ran from Ocala tQ SBERPES FERRY, then on s.e,.course and |

perallel up the northéflﬁﬁg;de of the Oklawsha River to FORT éi
de Hhae Joak MmastW 5

MASON (or FORT MELLON).” IL'a avoy alser  caldls
This old ROAD passes thro;gh Moss Bluff, From the JOSH MARTIN

i o
I et *%h_q_;-: P e

“corner, the OLD ROAD ran to near Whites Corner on or near the

present road; then on s.e. to near where Robert LeGriggs house
where the old road bore off more southerly passing.on .north side
of Robert Fort's old log howuse, thence on and quite near the AYA
north "side of the old cemetery, thence on s.e. passing near the
log house vwhers ”Jackﬁ,Hargell lived that stood in the field
some 25 rods south of the PDavis Corner, then easterly passing

On the present south end ¥ Andrew J.Wood's farm, near where
there was a very sarly 1%% sg¢hool-house, and nearby was a palm=-
stoop shelter where religiousimeetings were held in pleasant
weather and in the schoolhouseé when stormg: thence easterly on
north side of present ques P.Martin new house; thence on east

- i P MRl o s i

— T

7 o LA SR L BBt i s
FQf“j;“¢@* {%aesing the school-housg that stood>20 yrs asgo on north stde of
bt s G

b.Jeff Martin's farm; thence east and near the south line of Otis
Squires and L.R.,"heeler's land; then crodsing the new FAAA
(cock-eyed) road to the muckland"passing south of two mud-holes
on L.R.%heeler's 40 a; thence on’east and enkteres present road
near where Dan.J.Fort now lives.

, IGA\HQUSE that formerly stbdod in south

of Davis Corner, in 18653\ Rebert C,(Tob) Fort attended this

log school when a small 1e¥; “Richard -B.Erwin who bought the Wood
farm in 1868, was one of tha first teachers; a Mr. Connor, was,

@arlier than Erwin, Therefuggé <0 or 30 scholars in this school.

Harry H.Hart, states, he tore down the John T.Lewis 1% story
frame house in 1930%?; it stood between his gas station and the
draw-bridge, and near some orange trees still standing by road.

Mr., Hart also states; there was an o0ld house that stood in his
f{ield, 50%? rods s.w. of his buildings, years ago; Neloels

Also, old Fort Moss Bluff stood on north side ﬁBivegr‘ l%% near
‘south of old cemetery. ~_(Per H.H.Hart,Mar.6,1940.

OLTIVER FORT says: An old road leading to the Henry Wiley house
started near Wm. Wallace i house, AAA or corner of road, and

ren northeasterly, passingisouth and quite near the old Long LAKE
' M. to where Hemry Wiley lived. He says

Log School-house, thence on
no other bulldings were ewgt on that old road. After death of

Mr. Wiley, A.Jack Snell 1ived FA in the Wiley house; he was last
family to live here, lir. Wiley built that house around 1880.1/9,%41
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7o\ o - .y (By Ers.JOHN- S.Martin,3/20, !
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Brief History of
ANSON ==ww- ELECTRA,

Frior to about 1885, ANSON was a village in the Moss Bluff
area.-. -About that {ime some of the enterprising citizens
of the community dec{ded to change the name to Electra, a
__naeme which it has sin;e.held to the present, '

A partial lisﬁ\pf the égily settlers in the Anson=Flectrs 1
: » |

district we giveithe fo owing 5
Dr. D; s Thomas‘ong_who ceme from Uhion Springs, Ala,
George W, Willcoxon;Awho came irom the same place.
John J. Brown, who came from Sandersville, Ga.
Joseph NSmith who came from i e
W R.Hardee, ™o came from Meridian, Miss.
#illiam R.Cobb Barclif;i_owa_ o Rasiaieteds | TS
George W, 'ﬂaters;*WhO Cﬁﬁf from
e e _Algers, Eﬁ
5 Pinkerton and fhmlly.
f Some of those who came 1in latew'

”George F Manson fr in Oor near, Boston, Mass,
o A.Morse, a rel\ative, from Lawrence Y MRy
Ao M. Higgins, from alesburg, Ill.

DI’.H_ | Dweli_y, Iﬂ. "‘&.,. from MB.SS.;1888-—90.

There has been three or four Affiores in Flerctra and vicinity

-~ John JiBrown in his house n.e.
The FARMERS ALLIANCE, James

—Charles F, Herris, in cement buid
standing, 1940, Fge
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’ LOAM frowrtiw=EMm£RIti ¢;£;- Y- NERS, Mar.
S JAMES. -NOCRRIS, mulit-millfonAire of Chicago xrhca purchased 5,000
= acres known as, ”WT L [ ™G in 1‘hE“- Oklawana river Vclllé’*y
3

‘some weeks ago, 18 reportﬁggfozgavm recently purchased a tract

of 15,000 acres 1n Fltrasfcduniy for a tung grove projecte.
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SELLANEOUS.  T7REMS
on MOSS BLUFF,

\JJohn S.Martin states, "ONE OF/THE LARGEST SEEDLING ORANGE TREES
IN THIS PART OF FLORT OA ogmerly stood in what 1s now the
orange grove of L.R.'h ef?‘; east of his buildings, a&and near

the old John Bliss housg./ ™ He also states, that a Mr.
PARKER, the preacher, -:”ed In the Bliss house before Bliss

came to Florida. Thes r@pgh—and-ready-boys were wont on
teasing the man Parker, 3 -

MUCK FARMS near Moss Bluff.

. \ _,arms, 1600 acres,is reclaimed

1and caused'by cuttingia s;g;tegﬁt canal near Moss Bluff above

the U.S.Locks on the ORlawgha River about 1926/7. This rich
1_f?‘gfe bottom of the River and a bay

fﬂfbeanused to railse, potato, tomato
and beans for the New York markets.
Corn was raised on.120; &cres during 1939, that was ground

on the farms and fed to fatgéoo - 2=yr old steers that were sold
.vp:around Jan,l ,1940, k.

o

FERRIES and.BRIDGES over-OKLAVAHA RIVER

=1 \)
o A 7 ﬂ;“ q?fﬁﬁkﬁ "% Joseph 3t
[ ™y ¥ The OLD VOALUCIA ?Oﬁ * tarted at Fort KING, or possibly
| P iﬁ‘in.the Indien settlement at\ Ovsla, snd ran easterly, and
% j,-crossed the Oklawaha River ath Sharpes Ferry; Here was a ferry
i 1 Vet =n eerly date, then the Gevermmant erected a wood bridge, a}-‘

L ‘but thet served only a short tﬁime, when the ferry was re- VI
esteblished, and within more recent years g steel draw—bridge'¥
has been erected at this point, =4

x—‘éﬁffﬁ%fﬁ;ﬁ ,
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(Item from MI’B.
FIRST LOG ' SCHOOI,, HOUSE (Ambrus Morriso
7 o8 in MOSS BLUFF. (M.B.;Feb.3,194

S

Mrs. Morrison, states he o}der members of her family® say, that
the three MORRISON childn —:, I-ck Murdock and Sophia C., went
0 a ALBS log school housadf thet stood in the field southerly
and quite a distance fr-';@ { Mrs.Davis Corner. She reports
- hearing there were no win 2£ in the bulilding, and they used
in their place, Wood'winoi Bhutters; it had a Spanish-moss-
clay chimney, --- See {TohY. ‘Wort and Lem A, Griggs. This
building, I suspect stoot *Jar‘the OLD ROAD, on north side of Rive

Near the school-=house wds -gipalm theatch-arbor under which ZA€£
religious services were held in pleasant weather, and in the schoo

1n.stormy days.

= - " - (Date by Tob Fort,Feb,17,1940
2~ pleerst,y  PHEUNION CHURCH ﬂ -
About L@@e%%, the citizens built a square}sizeable frame church
. building asmong some oaks on\north 8fde of present Toad, and near
=N the north end of Long Lake'il,*,fs known as the UNION CHURCH.

e A\
i%ﬁjfﬁ This -bullding was surmounted;a;' \d-way pltch roof; "It was taken
~ down sbout 1879 and rebull §” h\the yard a few rods north of the
present CHURCH OF CHRIST.” i1s was used-‘ss a school house and

church combined until fhelbld.Long Lake Log School house was
eTeCtea OMU M ‘d+ M m b@vvvvoev w .Aaa-&,bu, €A AMCI-'&

\f}u.}?,d\_.

! : - # .. L‘* ;f: .;-ﬁ ;'; . p “ |
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_ 7 @, fa-»m, R. Ot é/;l cait QRlawaha Cvi, Loala Jla
é %M&J ? ,‘1 1 ﬁ z ‘éi { % ? ef @w‘ g h S 1 & it AAP o i . 2 5 é&f&w é{#i .&: @
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THE ORIGINAL MOSS BLUFF was- & warehouse bullding that stood 18757
on the north bank of the Oklawaha River and some = mile above the

present U.S.Locks,& S of Bob .Griggs. (Per Lem.A.Griggs,.Feb,.27,1941.

e

R L B ' s = ' “(Data by Tob Fort,
Yk | oA EARLY SETTLERS IN MOSS BLUFF. ( Feb.17,1940.

He was b.12/20,1862. In 1865/68, there were 4 settlements on
* ;w)— north sede of the River in what is now Moss Bluffs

1st, His father lived in a log house south of Thomas_H Griggs or S.F

ond, "Wash" Harrison,later im.E.Martin,ofy S.Je

ord. Joseph Fort llved %n. ﬁgog house in L.R.‘Yheeler's orange grove.,

4th, Allen Fort Jr.,liV'-gag '‘a log ‘house in edge of the GREAT SCRUB
Later, Philip T.GrX¥ggh moved into the SCRUB-fromsLong Lake.

| '-;Qia!ﬁ@ﬂﬁmw% ﬁmhiwééf ~ﬁﬁ%¢¢£ﬂ ﬂﬁﬂ, DN AL ah, T atel,
oA IR 4@@‘« lwﬁ.« M o ﬁwt AAAAA - Sf-ﬂt A% ;Qnﬁr
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/ > OLD VOLUTIA AROAD CEMETERY,

Dhis cemetery is one of the oldest in this region/’said to
contain between one and two acres of 1and
the State or Government,

enclosure, and fires have obliteratad ne
Only one headstone (broken), can be

We have onl

a partial list of tho
as follows: se buried in this'Vapdy

= An@infant daughter of DR, § / Dwelly.
— Cyrus Long, W b.Feb,.22, **f

' doée £el0,1880; brok
- Gabriel Long, father of Cvrus; . °n_stone.

*W*James J. Meadows and wifeéfa?;el (&aineyl Meadows,

. Lizzie Sharp, dau. of “vaa fd, who d. 1890?; age 16 yrs.

Also a Sharp, baby girl, %ﬁplﬂ :
~="1he parents of Woodard Sharp.
=~ An infant dau. of Rev. George W.l Brant.

- Little Billy Freeman, a boy of 3 or 4 yrss,

. Iwo or three members of the Marlowe family.
w— f_ Mr., Underwood,

w 0ld Mr, Corey, d. at 85 ?yrs; a soldier in Union armye.

e W1llis Sellers and wife SarahJ 'she d. suddenly.

imm An dinflant dau. of Allen B. and Sarah (Snell) Fort.
| g2y 5%1Mu o AP o an -

¥ ':_..{;_,.- & 4 T
ol A *ti.gf Ly

:E.HRemains of old Indiantmound. T ebino I/

4, Site of John T.Lewis log house. '4*g§ ?! = L

5. Site of Benj.F.Freer's log house. / ?m?_»f
6+ oite of Lyneh Llive Osk tree, |

7. Home of Harry H.Hart. e
el Y OL |
9. Present home of Dwight L. Hart.

10. U.S.louse at Lock; home of %__
G.Augustus Waters, 194l. ‘
_,11, U. S. Locks on Oklawaha Rlver. gf
12. Draw Bridge over DQs do. Ric??
13, House of Brhdge tender; @ g b T dere ghol, .F
~ Mrs. Ida [.Brinson, 1941. o /8| = >

i

s 34 141 LI.H Hal‘tis new tJB.W"' q @ l.f _ \;

-

mill, 1941.
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(Item from Mrs.

&(éw—,.é
FIRST LOG SCHOOL HOUSE ~ (Ambrus Morrison

S g ae in MOSS BLUFF. (M.Bo3sFebe3,194C

oMder members of her family® say, that
I-ck Murdock and Sophia C., went

gt stood in the field southerly

! Mrs.Davis Corner., She reports

in the building, and they used
utters- it had a Spanish-moss=

‘ort and Lem A, Griggse. This

the OLD ROAD, on north side of River

*paimrthatdh“arbor-under which ZA£#£
weather, and in the school

Mrs. Morrisoni_states e
the three MORRISON chi d:-e,

a AFYF log school housé&f th

and oulte a distance frowmjfthe

- hearing there were no win ;oti
in their place, wood windgw-8

clay chimney., - Seef'ac.

building, I suspect stoog

Near the schﬁol—hcuse‘wés
religious services were held;in pleasant

in.stermy days.

.'.'} Ht:-_'.-. L
|

= (Data by Tob Fort,Feb,17,1940

PTHE UNION CHURCH

;?fg“ YT A . _

' %70, o j

About Laﬂa%%, the citizens bu%;t a square sizeable frame church
- building among some oaks Ony\norxl tde of gTEHent”?oad, and near

ETN\ the north end of Long Lake; bﬁx € known as the UNION CHURCH.
*{Tf;? This -bullding was surmountedwa;’a \d-way pltch roof s "It was taken
~  down about 1879 and rebuilt” aNthe yard a few rods north of the
present CHURCH OF CHRIST.~” #This was used-as a school house and

¢church, combined until the’ old.Long Lake Log School house was

arected /QA/\)%’U ﬁﬂ:a}wcité- ls ngw-xlm W M—‘Bn:m, Q;‘M@m, .
| | \\ %M*'QGL =3

L
'1 T

%? w,si kﬁ‘ {OW@:EJ FR‘ OTT! é{jaz |

e _:_

) 2 -3 S =
| #M | $| | H; - ' > :‘ M :- F;gb-' *-'-E?;i" ? % m{)ﬁ‘w‘ .. - W 1 -

THE ORIGINAL MOSS BLUFF was-a warehouse bulldlng that stood 1875%
on the north bank of the Oklawsha River and some & mile above the

present "I.U.Locks,w S of Bob .Griggs. (Per Lem.A.Griggs,.Feb.27 , 1941,

,;i '51:“ & ?;‘h : F i , o L : . : _(Data by To.b Fort, ; :
Yokt | S D SARLY SETTLERS IN MOSS BLUFF. ( Feb.17,1940.,

?

He was b.12/20,1862, In 1865/68, there were 4 qettlements on
north side of the River in what i1s now Moss Bluff:

lst. His father lived in a log house south of Thomas H.Griggs or. S.I"j

2nd. "Wash" Herrison,latgr Wm.E.Martin,ofy S.Je . .

3rd. Joseph Fort livedS{im\A log house in L.R.Vheeler's .orange grove,

4th. Allen Fort Jr.,liv-_; g '‘a 1log house 1in edge of the GREAT SCRUB
Later, Philip T.GrXggd moved into the SCRUB-fromsLong Lake.
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(Data from L.R./7heeler's

: f
DVELLING 3 (Abstract;his 40 A, 2/6,'4

- Abstract and list of ‘owners of L.R.7'heeler's 40 acre farm. It
1'is the NWz of S¥W%; on 19-16-25./~>(that is; Sect.19; Township )
| | ' : ( 16 South, and Range 25 East.

Feb.9,1858, U.S.Government sold this 40 acres to Allen Fort,Jr.
July 7,1858, Allen & Amanda E.Fort,Jr. sold to Joseph Fort. -
Apre<<,1875, Joseph & Margaret Fort sold to James P.Parker,ﬁszﬁw““Jw?
Mars15,1884, James P.& Anna E,Parker, to William Byron Parker,
Dec.8,1884, William B.Parker to James Preston Nix, .
Dec+50,1884; James P.& Laura 2,Nix, conveyed to John Biiss; lst paytt,
Feb.25,1885, . . e 7 " to John Bliss, ‘arranty Deed; 40a
| | (Between 1885 and 1919, several held tax deeds,mortgages,etc.)
Jan.25,1919, John Bliss sold to Lester R.%heeler, the same 40 acres.w

(Tradition states, Joseph Fort built a log house in the present
~\L.R.%Wheeler orange grove, in 1858; then in 18747, he buillt a
(2-story frame dwelling 200 or 300 feet n.w. of his log house, |
{ in %Wheeler's garden plot, that stood t1ll burned in 1916, ) /
SeAA R4 —] éu:h,t’. ' ;ch | maade, S Q, /

Lester R.iWheeler built his present
| Souets Heira of OSQUIRES

— -

L2l o8 L o Ly
| Secl 24 T/bS! RME,@&L Sevines” | ¢ Yo M
| A, |

During fall of 1925, L.R./heeler built a dwelling across road, -
se€s Of his store & filling station. His son, Raymond E, |
“heeler lived here Dec. 1925 to May 1928 when he returned to N.H.
Fall 1928, J.Edwin Sellers and family here.
In 1929, Mrs. Jane [Martin) Sanford was here.
Henry Haggard, here about two yrs.
lfanner, of Orlando, several months.

19356, Nalker, was here,

1957, Robert Blackstone and wife Joy, came, .

[ G401 Noroma T Pl #%t%%ﬁ- Arane_ w W audenr,,

'
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| AbStraCt, 20 A : :}
In the A€ZA{ John Bliss . .to L.R.Theeler, this place was; "formerly <
known as the Parker Place, about one mile East of Moss Bluff, *§§-
Marion County, Florida,." ' 4
: O 3
(- In 1938, LEVI,BRUMBAUGH, gv., built a small summer-cabin near 3§
the §outh-west end of Long Lake. 3

- | 307 |

HUGH MEADCOWS, lived in an o0ld house,1923?,that stood 50?7 rods v
south of Mrs.,Mae (H)Sellers: he rem., to Orlando, Next came 3
JOHN WALTON from Oklawaha., Last came Thomas H., Griggs. ﬁé |

O0ld MACK MORRISON, 1lived,1893-1924, in an old homse,gone in ;i

. 1959, that stood easterly from the above, Meadows=-Griggs house. n
The site of Mack's house can be seen--- a few timbers remain, &
- %llliam P.%Wallace; Roscoe lMarlowe,& Mrs.Bessie Meadows, laste’



- Dwellings eont.,

. AUBRUS MEADOTS, lived in a log house that stood o0 ? yards
southerly of the Bresent Thomas G.French house; his dau. m.
Alurdock O.Morrison in 18 _ ,then they came here to livesall
the Morrison ch. (4) were b. in said house, which stood until

1935, 1In 1901, Mr.M.O.Morrison built the present T.G.French
‘house, _ el R e =

.

ITEM by L.R. WHEELER and m.E.Martin: /9 7o -40,

P A S

W"hen the early settlers, first arrived in M.B., all the land,
in the open and in the WQogR weS covered with a rank growth of
wild-oats, that were as h¥ghyhs a mans head; as® the ground was
mulched ankle deep with afgof & carpet of this decayed wvegetation,
- The range cattle revelldd yn this rank vegetation. But alas,
the white settlers set firgs to clear the land for $313ing,
until hardly =2 bladé of oa¥s can now be found, and the present
day range cattle awe usually as poor as sharks.

e, 8T 3N0Q8 J03S8 3504 SBM OSTB O3TUW MIVL'V



(Data by 0Ollie Fort

, ( Mar, 24,1939,
DWELLING  HOUSES, '

OLIVER FORT FARM: first‘settleld by a Mr. (Wm.?) Driggers, he
was followed by, . - Qgdgh # James Driggers, J. Christopher
Pillans, Mr. - Parkeks/ie preacher, Mr, - Mason,
end Ollver Fort who settledshere, 1909; has 160 acres. Mr.
Fort bullt present dwelliné}iﬁaliQQ, which stands a few feet
east of an old frame housé which he tore down.

(Data by 01116 Fopt

JAMES W. REYNOLDS, once 1lived in an o0ld house that stood § of

a mlile southeast of Oliven Fort's dwelling house. Mr,Reynolds
lived here several years before 1900; was followed by, Samuel A,
McKinney, Mr.- Berthea ?, and John P, Galloway, High Sher-
iff of Marion county lived here several years, then removed to
Ocala, 3 ‘ - RS
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5ﬁyﬁﬂfﬂf LEMUEL GRIGGS HOMESTEAD:;f (Data by Thomas G-
n d_ >~ * ' P (femily, Mar.,l1939,
LEMUEL GRIGGS, came from Ala., and (settled on a large

tract of land $h 1835, His home was a few miles \east of Sharpes
Ferry, and here he erected a log house in which he spent his

- remaining days. The o0ld dwelling stood about 575 feet east of
the present house of Mrs., Thomas B, Griggs, and seVerel weda north
of the present highway. Thomas B.Griggs erected and moved into
present house on July 11,1902, he then tore the old log house
down, using some of old logs to builld a barn still standing on

this place. In the yard at this place is an o0ld iron kettle (80 Ga:
that was used in Marshsll Swamp, and other places during the
Civil wer to boil down cane syrupe.
Lemuel Griggs wes one of the first men to settle in the Moss
Rluff section of Florida; his nearest neighbor, was Hugh Stanaland

who lived several miles easterly.

ILEMUEL A. GRIGGS Home Place, 1940: (Data from L.A.G,
01d man Driggers, lived in an old log house some, 15% rods
n.e. of present L.,A.Griggs house; several others also lived in

that old dwelling, FAFA including John B.Chalker. MNr.Driggers,
in 18" °,built a new frame-house a few rods west of his log house

which stood for about 40 years, when Mr.Griggs, bu;%tﬁis pregegt

dwelling in 1927 ?, and sold the old house to Negros who pipoyef u
the material to Oklawaha. — HBomv, &, A= Aad 304, Came T on
JOHN%ﬁﬁILEY; 1ived near where Sidney C.Fort now lives, about 1902,

N\
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WALLACE Farm: JOHN GARDNER, said

Dewllings cont.:

JOHN S, MARTIN Farm; JosepR MeCray lived on this place about 1891
his frame dwelling stood.iﬁﬁhsgvergi rods westerly of the present
Martin bulldings, of the lathpréag%amée grove =-- of 1940,

’ That was the lst dwelling\onXproperty. |

g Mr, Martiﬁ.bodght farm and;;u£g$1house in 1902, has sminee made
~Several additéons., FiNg i\ '

JOHN  SMITH, said to-h&vaghui;£ fir3t1house,near n.e.corner
of Long Lake, where James E, Sellers has been living for past
few years. Others here, Samel A McKénneys Curtis Greer,

& wife (who was a dau, of BoB Griggs); Ray Herndon, then came

i
P

~ J.Ed.Sellers in 1932; rented. .

> ~HHES
* Some 3 mile n.e. from the John Smith house is site of house,
A now gone =-- 1940, where Za., Fort lived prior to his d. in 1913,

- - | | | S o
Some distance beyond Za Fort's house was where [ &k Chalker,

lived within recent years. Buildings. gone before,1938,

- ~ Harris of Miami; 4th, #.D.% LaVanie; Sth.Sam.A.McKinney; 6th.John &
wallace, )JJOHN E, WELLACE Place north of Queen Lake, 'im.lieJackson lived

< 'in an old house on this farm several rods northerly of present
/), ~_house in 1910 in the orange grove, and where his wife lést

_H-ﬂ.- - i L

R@““ﬁ;f"her"iife“byﬁﬁfire. The 2nd. dwelling was used first as a

~— ‘packing house, is still standing, then in 1938, Mr./iallace
~ bullt the present dwelling, just south of 2nd house,

"ROBERT : FORT, after his-service in Civil war, settled firss near
near the presten Harmon V. Griggs house where he built two log
houses, living here two or 3 yrs., then moved to the present Thomas
H.Griggs farm where he took up an 80 acre claim; later he bought 7
120 more acres; - he was Sh{earlyes® settler on this property (186€
at that time there was a log dwelling on the property that stood
in the field a few hundred feet southerly of the present highway
arid near an old road that passed near the old M.B. cemetery, and
'not far from seid Yard. | = | ' T

' The HARMON P.GRIGGS farm; Mr. H.,P.Griggs bullt present house\ .-
3rd on property, in 1928, Capte.W1lllam C,Pillans; §aid to s~
have biilt 2nd house on this farm; it was a log dwelling and stoo

a short distance north of present H.P.Griggs hame. ;
philip T.Griggs, built 1lst. house; a log house thatﬁstood several

rﬁTEﬂg north of the Capt.Pillans house. : f"*

. . il Faf 3 F
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‘  DWELLINGS - OCCUPANTS - POINTS OF INTEREST, etc.

DANIEL J.FORT farm: _ Joseph Fort moved from the L.R.Vheeler
farm to this place after 1860, built house on north side of
road in the orange grove, then in 18807, built the present

—._  |dwelling across the road, 100 ? feet south-west from his first
<¥% . hhome, Others living in:the new house; Oliver Fort, -
;

|Ball, Thomes H.Griggs, Albert W.Fort and Danlel J.IFOrte
_ éSYDNEY Ce FORT farm: This was part of Allen Fort,Jr. plan-
~ |tation that hé purchased 1m 1800, Johnnm Reynolds is said to——
have erected the first buildings. Aewe Aurvaed !/ GY0,
T PN A Y ﬂ”. YR TS ey i N, P -__h_-..—._.., : J-_ __ | _ kil s et . " e N i i
~ Albert W, Fort,when fire burhed:- house and he rebuilt, 19267%:
then, Sydney C.Fort. m - o | < .

=

i T —

LEMUEL A. GRIGGS, 0ld house stood in the edge of the Scrub, 307?
__lpods s-e of the Sugar Hole pond. It stood on the south side

of the road at the junction where the first road on right that

__leeds southerly. It was built 1880%2 by Frank Pooser or his

bro. fmerson Pooser and formerly stood across the highway.

. Lemuel A. Griggs lived here for several years; his sister

!Mrs.Emmie F. (Griggs) Fort. Nickolas L.Fort also liver here.,

" : — T P

"Finally, Deniel J.Fort tore the frame house down in 1937, and
__has used the material in erecting a cabin-house- for hired heip

—————— e T Wi —

'T 40 ? rods west of his present home.

= .13'
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On the Foad leading south from L.A.Griggs place, perhaps 50 rods
et tlthétgnﬁir@.two or more meh, a Mr. Swan and a Mr. Ennis who.built
small cabins 18807 in which they lived for several months, :
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_ALLEN FORT, Jr, came with his family and several slaves in 1853%
and built a sizeable 3-room log dwelling that stood on the south
8lde of the present road, some 200 feet easterly from the L.A.
Grlggs corner, a great live oak now stands across the rosad on,
the north side of the road; that large tract of land, now covered .
with small trees was all in £ water-mellons, not over 12 years
~ N\ 8go, by Sydney C.Fort. Nothing now marks the site where Allen
(ﬁ; ; pullt his house, but, location of his well was discernible since
' 1900 yet the log house, with its punching floor had practically
~ |rotted down around 1888 ? Formerly there were several negro log
cabins that stood a few rods s-w of above house. '

e p—— o E—

|

PHILIP T.GRIGGS built and moved his family into a log house,in

Dec. 1869, that stood in the field east of the cross rosd that
leads directly to the north shore of Lake Catharine, 3

P

ROBERT E.GRIGGS lived in a frame house, 400 ? ft. n.w. of P.T.
Griggs_.lpg ‘house on the road to Lake Catherine; it was taken
down by Harry Pratt 1937. S e o
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&) i) LAKE MARY AA
% & ?)2 was named after Mary Fort,

“”SK LICH MAP of the FORT - GRIGGS
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. Presgnt Dan.J.Fort house.

Site of Albert W.Forts Eéii'ée }5? ?““
3¢ Site of Lem.A.Griggs house’ H:

T_-'_“?‘-"r T R oy T T T ey

“Site of old Mr. Pooser house. a
5 & 6o Site of Swan and Ennis cabins. "

7T oite [where Allen Fort bullt 1853.
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'8, Site of slave cabins of Allen Fort. WIS B SVRRa _ ﬂ'l%i
9% Sﬁe—'o'f‘mt ®.Griggs houss, X\ S P S P T T G

10, A smsll, 10°X 12" ' tool houss. \4 4O

e A

11, Location of old sugar mill; Griggs.
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12, Site of P.T.Griggs log house, 1869, 3 A ?'“f” = 1
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13:Site where Bob Blackstone lived, — |
- \LAKE ‘
14, Boat on shore of Lake Catherine, % gascﬁiﬁ?ﬁft@r
ey C.Forts water-mellon field., —  — ' o

% \ Catherine Fort g’
ive-osk by the road is 4! in dia'%wife of P. T.Grigga,,a
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ELECTRA | _"The Dawn of Light;' :j
Formerly this place comtained two stores, a Baptist
church and several dwellings. It was known at one time
aas,"Dogs Neck," and as Ansonfdown to about 1885, when a

few enterprising citizens decided to change the name tToO,
Electra, which it still’re§ains.

_Some of . the early'seaﬂir here were: &

> W D) o % o0 OmEStOI; Georges' 11lcoxson, John J-BI:OWII,

5 - RN OS];gh | .]-S)mitgl: EE; EtHa;‘dee 3 %il 1 ‘ Ear‘Clift b (‘Te Orge

o ﬂ.waters, the Pinkerton family and a Mr. Algers. AU
- la later period came, George F.Manson, A.M.Higgins, Dr. i,D,

Dwelly, Jemes C.Pillans, the Driggs family, E.Bennett

(BRen) Avery, now, (1941) 1iving there, also J.B.Cald-

well.

_ ( Jook amens) STORES and MERCHANTS ..
" ey i ff*: he frorwarn Araorn é“""""'!r") Pt

7| The Farmers All'ié'ﬁ"ﬁhéw@trﬁ store heme mée in 1202,
“s, " 7Bnd James C.Pillans was chosen as Manager, and here was
he Electra postoffice, Mr, Pillians belng postmaster,
othing now marks the site of this store which stood on

he west side of the road, about opposite where lMr, J.
B.Caldwell was living, 1941. Lol Wattrsy alse avas
WLt LMTL‘H of [Aa. 3_ a. = _Adants ‘ | . . |

AW - é | |

v RC, Bar John J.Brown opened a store in his house which he con-

ducted a few years., This building stood near the present
t.,Bennett Avery house, but nothing now marks its site.

;?E§Eﬂawmff Charles F.Harris built a cement store building about a

_ Y Skpat-r / mile northerly of the two ebove mentioned stores, in which
| ﬁé did business // stx vears. This building is standing,

though unoceupied, 194l. He was postmaster of Electra.

In 1882 the citizens and members of Morning Star Lodge,
& A.M, built a 2-story school-Masonic building, still
tanding, 1941 -- unpeinted and in a dilapidated; outside
‘dimentions, 26' 3" X 40' 3"

I'ne lower story was used for a public school while the
CtOop  story was the lodge room for the Masonic body. During
ecent yeers this bullding has been used as a voting place
§or citizens residing in the Moss Bluff region.

The old Hérmony'Baptis‘1;'rch, now removed, formerly
stood 3 mile easterly of Q& above school-Masonic building,
on an old cross road leading.south-easterly to Moss Bluff,




| EDPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE FOREST SERVICE-U.S.-
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Data b'y Mrs. John S.
Martin.

ELECTRA, from OVER:

There were three (S)imarchants in Anson-Electra at an eerly
dete:
£ Mr, AL.GERS, was here about the first one,
Then Mr,., end Mrs. Pinkerton came,

Leter, George F.Menson from,in or ne&ar,Boston,Mass,
came and became a merchant, About the same time,
Je.2A, Morse, & relative of Mr.Manson came from

" Lawrence 7, Mass.- gl

i i e ——

e ENTERING OCALA NATIONAL FOREST.

| east from Davig!
corner wék furfwwf trees .. present highway from Davis!'! Cor-
—or east*waﬁ'fﬂll of tr@es and stumps i |

.._-._FJ"
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o V4 traffic waﬁwbbliged to
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DWELLINGS,

H, B@NNWTT AVERY, now, 1975*ouns one scre of land on which

his house stands. It 1s . ?er N.We2 of S.We.z3 Section Z2j
Range 24 Fast, and Towns 1P RO Southj His house is but a few

rods east of the lins betwﬁﬁnfbection 32 and 23
as shown herein.

[
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| #l. Hamp Brooker lived here, then Henry -Morris.,
" . 8 -‘*‘52. #illiam H? Booker, then Geo,W,Wdters till
\ 1 Q \\ 1907/8, from Oct 1882, when he hiad his new

\. #3+ house ready to move 1nt®. This house

\} Was occupied by Zermw. M., TURNER, last man,
E and torn down- summer of 1940

Sis Griggs, deu of O%4 TLemuel m, Bill ﬁilsongh};

# 1. Others living on.Morris farm: William Fort, g som of -
Alle?l)Fort PhomasﬁsSellers livead here a few yeprs,
He m, Clara Hesth --- he bullt & new house: he m.l VAL -1
4. Nae Halford C.H.Heath & wife al S0 lived on {:he Morr (?) _:ﬁ,
“ellers farm a few years. L
o Sy £ Genealogicael problem in our rese areh .

Rer |
bro. Dick's deu. Jencie ,who d, from.the bite of a rattle-
sneke, m, Williem H, Fore 8s his £2) wife. He m.(1l) to

(3) Mrs.Minnie Barmér
widow of Booth Barmﬂr who was a broth&r of John Barmer :

who m, Julis Griggs, a sister to Jenciéﬁka nie
- Rat® and fo, sisters of Sls, m, i .

NG R R 49 |
eidwell, brothers of Mery who m. Dick Griggs.and oy
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MARION COUNTY FLORIDA
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MOSS BLUFE 1is an unlncorporatad ggetion ol . .
Marion County. It 1s situated in the &outhea&tern
~portion of the county and is roughly bounded:on
the north by Lake Bryant, on the east:by the Big
Scrub, on the south and west by the 0Oklawaha

River., Historically spesking-Moss Bluff has'been SOmMe -

what oft a wanderer during the past seventy-five

yeers, PFirst,1s was the location of. a warehouse on
the north bank of the Oklawaha River, and about one
helf mile southeast of the present Unitad States.
Locks O said river, econd location was a& loss
Bluff POst Office in thd homefof Robert Fort who
then lived on the rogd ,Yf g mile north of the old
warehouse. Third, it sfoedrs to have moved sast
another half mile tt}w:aa .4 now the“Davis Corner,
and John T.Lewls andf y
Postmaster of lMoss B; uff.
home was the POStOL: cpfas

Otis Squires buil £ore bﬁ&ldlng in 3923 . °&
half mile ferthér Pas , of Davis Corner and a little
later Moss Bluff/ Post O 'fice was-moved into that

-

Wirs, Joseph P.,Davis!
Bate as 1920, mourth,r“

new building Whére it réhained 12 years, andﬁuntii S

the office was/discontinued and this section was
placed on a R.,F.D. route., Perhaps the store and
gas station of L., R.Eheeler s may be consdidered the
center of Moss Bluff in 1940/42, Tradition says
that somg of those early Moss Bluff Post Offices
were nothing 1@35 than the Postmasters: coat pocket.

Ihe location of L.R.Vheeler's store is as follows:

Longitude, 81 51' 8" west from Greenwich, and
Latitude, 29° 4' 50" north from the equator; this
18 according to U.S.survey of 1937. This point as
given upon a Florida state map is near the west

line of a 40 acre lot in Section 10i lfownship 16
south, Range 25 east, and is the NW$ of the SW=+ of
the section. the north line of this 40acre lot is in
the south end of Long Lake. An old deed states this

40 acre tragck was formerly'called Long Lake, and was
about one mile east from Moss Rluff, '’

AT ODA -1y others served as /Zé. prdeat,
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As early as 1865, it was known as THE BIG SCRUB.--Tob Fort.

ROBERT & JOSEPH FORT, hunted tQgether, and they shot several Penther,
beer, meny of them. One big Rgfither they killed near the present
HUMP Gtiggs present house, 1 € Bear were common in the BIG SCRUB

Per, TOB FORT,1940

%jf.29, 1894 end this was followed Dby

~ The blg Freeze came e8], .
aﬁother one in Feb, Je;ﬁfﬂh1895' Church Record item.
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TOB Fort says, Feb.17,1940---- OLD ROAD: (. —

~ "The FORT MELLON road ran from Sharpes Ferry to

| Fustlis, and this was formerly called, Fort Mason,

f This road ran directly pasf my father's old log

house and slong the north §ide of the OLD Moss

Bluff cemetery, thence ejsflerly, passing just north

of where James P.Martin pyegent house, then on and
entered S.Jeff Martin's wwomland. passing near where
the later school house wgs\gyected, thence on esasterly,
__ i and finally entered the pri;Lnt highway not far from
S where Daniel J.Fort now live

S
SN Al Qi The present travelled rzza; was called, or at
ol Lo, frugder ™ least a portion of 1it, as late as 1900, the,
ok sobtan Rt ™ MELVONVILLE PUBLIC ROAD, in the vicinity of
bt alld Lo . the NEW Moss Bluff Cemetery.
5 ¢ \ As per deed, Andrew J.Wood,

TOB FORT also says; But 4 settlers were 1in here in 1868;
-1. Robert Fort (his father, west of 0ld M-B-Cemetery.

o s HE n. near S.Jeff Martins: he insene & d,in asylum.
%. ?gggphﬁFgg%sooﬁL.d#Whﬂelers farm: 811 lived 1niLOG HOUSE

4, Allen Fort lived in Big SCRUBLUSSELL

1 JAMES | FUS “LL was b. circgwwkaéé~ He m., eabout 1860 to
@atherlne Flizabe a_YopnsyTau. of Mlen Tort, Jr. He served

as & private.dm—thHe  ;*.«-t;_ab0ut Jen.l1,1862 until his d.

which took place at Saveannsh, e om.the‘measles, and 1in Ple,
which place he was int. He b. and 1 ““mhin Adamsville, Sumter Co./

- His widow m. (2) to Philin fhurman. riggﬁ, q 3

| & %%¢Ch. " 5 o [ AAadX
e * —— J
.. l Ffﬂl. Old . Fort house.
A _ k- P *1 2. Ppesent Deniel|J.Fort house,
e (A ¥ .3, 014 Mlen Fort|log house, it
R ) Yoat\ ~~4-4, Emerson Dooserﬁhouse, el s0 }
& : Ni CkMM 36 FOI’t v iﬁ;}u.w"f%

O. I'rank Feoser,ﬁbuilt_hﬁre. A
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f‘f""? WALERMAN kept store in a log ’hwi" ding on north side of
. road and east of %Henwnvjmwmprqﬂ ?ﬁﬁ&,-iﬁ 1877, < ‘He was suc-
Gf‘f‘”lﬁm bww Mill ZJE.VE,d - Gl and ;mﬁn ﬂj HDI“E.{"B "hC}IT*pE n “%:"?EH}
c8me from Ga, | cter alaa 1lived in the "0.{;‘ store; then
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Then abouk the log store~dewlling was torn down.
After the log building ceased to be'used as 8 store, it
wes used for & dance-hall for some few years, . B

—

Q TR s e . SR
JUIRES, opened a store in 1921 at whi

er—of Moss Bluff, He carrizsd on bo
Postmaster in his M.B. store for 12 yr

(1720)

Lester RyWheelonr ulltxand opened a small grocery store and T
: \" |

gé&soline station 1331Whi0ﬂ iﬁ ”tL11 in au@ration, iﬁﬁ@n 19%6{
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;‘¢ﬁ“ ?ff Hart runs a s*ere and ges staﬁinn near +the highway } |

oy,

s il BOT t_he_ #aterman log store closed, a new freme store =4

v

L=

was bullt at the Davis corner that was in Oppratian“severag,f

_ngars."rHorace I.Thompson ran this store, also J. Preston’/_ &
Nix later. He also was Post Master. - f"‘;ﬁ BA, _ _T»ﬁw
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U.S.Mail came from Ocala by stage, 1920-337 via Hlectra to M.B.

ahd ceased in the latter year when this section was transfered
to R.F.De with P.0., at

—L S ——

Wm.R.C Barclift owned and
of Ben Averys', ~The FﬁRMWf;

- = . = - e - I L T IR T I e e S T

5hstéf;;on west side of road,s.w.
LLIANNH began business 1n ﬁarclif

old store; then disposed of%f @g and built a new one on same
her north. Geo., 7.Waters ran

8ide of" road end some distan ”ij;é . Geo. 7. 'S rar
latter store a yr. thﬂn.ymﬁi‘* #Pillans became manager in 1892

"théen Mr, Pillens purchaseﬁ th?sm 0perty and continued.business.

The FARMERS ALLIANCE compah Rs composed of beo.¥;ﬁaters,
Dr.D.A.Thomason, Js Preston Ebll% Jeph Stanaland, Norman A.
Fort and possibly one Or twoO otber loecal mens.
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(Data from Otis Squires
( & wife, Jan.24,1940,

MOSS BLUFF POST OFFICE
and
Mail carriers to M.B.

fﬂbout 1920 M.B. Post Office was in the home of Mrs.Joseph
P.Davis, but has closed about that time. LATER--- Mrs.

JO.P.Davis was Postmistress of Mgss Bluggf, for 4 yrs, from 4 ,J
1914 until 1918, in the old J.QniT. Lewis store south of road.,. A_ -~

- About 1921 Otis Squires Openeaﬁiﬁstore east of his house
and he was appointed Postmeste®R, with Mrs.Squires as assistant
P.M, They held this Dositianﬁ§2*gears, when M.B. was placed
on the R.F.D., with office at Pmatlilla, then after about 3
years it was transfered to Oklawaha where it has since been,

One report states, MOSS BLUFF POST OFFICE once was in the
present Robert . Griggs house, and it was kept by Mrs.Emmie ¥,

(Griggs) Fort, wife of John H.Fort,qv. (CHECK ! )
A PARTIAL LIST of MAIL CARRIERS: (By O.Squires).
? Moss Bluff was on a Star Route from until about 1933,

The stage started at Electra,:went to Oklawgha, M.B. then

returned to Electra. 19209 to\

1 Moeck, Of FlPCtin,!;_

ﬁﬁhﬁéwe JOb a few yrs.

5. Andrew Je Holton, for 4 -or & yes. when the Star route was

- succeeded by the R.F.D., ﬁb&uﬁ 1935%and Mr. James 9?Park
_ecovered the route, then fﬁ 19372 the office. was transfered

to Oklawaha and Raymond =~ Gale became the cﬁrrier to+~date,

(END, Jan.24, 1940
OTIS 5q UIRWS states' when he bec:{eﬁpost-master at Moss Bluf
" Auarter (3 months), and when hﬁ quit

received a salary of § 9.00 eve}Qfﬂ%

the pay was ¢ 30,00 per quarterafi,{ch was when M.B. people were put

on the R.F.Ds route with.postofficé at Tmatilla, Fla.--20 miles away.

; Mrs. Joseph Po DaV1s states sh@ ran a store and post office
Ohn T.Lewis store building;

1914-1918, then she built a st3 ;€ﬁ_ -
standing,1940, and opened a gasﬁ;illing station, which she f A
aperated for six more yeara. 1ts now a farm store house.

MAIL CARRIERS: Back before thge R.R. had entered Ocala,
~ HENRY ANDERSON brought the Y.3.mail from Grahamville |
Co Moss Bluff on horseback,¥aX which time the Post 0Oiffice
was at the Davis Corner, aﬂﬁi';eston Nix was P.Master,
Then Horace A T. Thompsor fordught in the U.S .méll""‘”he Mo

ﬁllen Meadows, a dau., of James Meadows, q Ve ( Mr.dm.ﬁ Freer-'41

. 0Old JOSEPH FORT (father of Of_éw ) ran a store thé Davis
- Lorner_before Pres. N1x came. W\«

:*:e |



: FLORIDA LAND IS LAID OUT IN
TOWNSHIPS & RANGES, OF SIX MILES SQUERE, STARTING WITH
4ERO AT TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA.

“eech Township contain 326 square miles; each
~ Square mile is called a Section and is num-
- bered in the form shown below. Sections are T
i of 640 acrﬁs' they may'be divided and sub-divided, | RAS

l.4_ A _RANGE 1s_SIX Linear miles. . A TOVNSHIP ‘ﬁ’f ""L:J
T ' & _ . SHIT issmm £ _
BANGED B -*Ag Tl TOWNSHIPS run NORTH i bovw
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Eaeh Sect. + 4+ Sect. | z Sett. S@ctlon /1
! is a _ o lbO acres 580 acres 640 acreﬁE
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So far as discovered,when the men surveyed Florida and laid
out this State inmfownships and Ranges, no deduction was made
in any of the numerous rivers, bays, lakes and ponds in Florida.



WHEN THE FIRST WHITE SETTLERS
ARRIVED IN MOSS BLUFF, ﬁmx%%
Tradition says when the Myrtin fe¢ amlily arrived in this Moss 3
Bluf'f section all the lgend Xas cgered with a rank growth of”
wild oats, standing fromk 6 t%/ 8 Feet high, and so thiek and
éﬂﬁ;ﬂmjpéth was that crop, a mazaon ff 'seback had difficulty in trav-
elling in many places, wh ‘j' Ne ground was covered ankle
~ deep with a #44 moist rich pudclty, This produced, when tilled,
‘monster crops, but alas f:’"‘ angd long cultivation has now
entirely destroyed that angugl exop of oats, the.sand-of-
Florida can now be seen in egery aj;ection, while but very
11ttle of that wild-oat se e@?can now be found about M-B-,
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_Mary| Fort, Feb, lu,1884. June 8,1889, Vietorit
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U.S.Gov, s0ld to Heirs,
Fort, Jane & “m.Bowen,

Data from Abs ract; Otis Squires' 58% acres|

_Fortiheirs to

heir

J W, Re
Daniel E.Driggers; 583
Apl“
DavEs held interest and W,A,

?ﬁ@lds &

M

of late Isaish Fort, to James W.Reynol;

Jan113-1904 Jar
bgnl, E.,Dr
A p1914, EfL.&WA.h*MErtin,to

&

rthur

L.d

@ggers to Emanuel I.

ta Mae Da'is held d

~

[ -

& Robert Fort. Sept.l4,
es We& Minhie Reynolds,; to
artin,Mar, 29, '0¢
b Sd 810 P o He—

ed,Jan.<l 1915,

———

and\they sold the 58“-acres o I,

| -DﬁVlSa

e (amith)Dav1s; widow of Fred H. Davis;.

Maggi

Otis Sq
Mr,Sgui

ires bou

-0F

es has given a

deei of 15 acres for the cemetery, and has conveyed property
children. All this 58% acres of 1and is on north side of th

o

e, road:;

is
of

the SEH of N%z

(40A) and N? of NEx

Uil X 8,356 chaines

i".'.'-*

~of SW: except & cemﬂtery plot

aCI‘QS-

>ltuated in Section 24;

Township 16 South; Range 24 East, "of the Tallahassee Meridian".

k|
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U 1 7 A \ HUGH MEADOWS built 18807, the house %-mile north of Lemuel

fNQA Griggs' John ?,Walton came next and Thomas #. Griggs last
one here. The house now,1940, in ruins from a high wind.

Xﬁ“MACK H.MORRISON lived near the Meadows—Griggs house, but
/on ladjoining lot to east, House now »1940, all gone,

, y NAYILLIAM E.MARTIN lived in a house, 1870/1, that stood

. /23007 feet west of the present Mae Sellers house., | S S - 1
D - He .moved to the presenf Jeff  Martin farm 187 and built a W
log house where he lived for years, i

4 = ¥ s
1 E ;'i.iE".-"?‘
;f E‘; P AN

A g’ Vilak g 1 _

JOHN E,VALLACE farm,'was formerly the W.,W.Jackson pPOperty.

On west side of road and a blt NeWe of John XZ.,%allaces'!
is an empty house built about 1928-30, by Ray Heridon,
after his m to Hettie M.Wallace,

The followir@is
taken from the top<of

an iron-pin driven in-
~to tThe ground about

1 foot high., . It 1s

e at the 4-corners
1 of Sectiong 24-19-
| - 25= 30, Range 24
| i | and 25 Fast; Town-
_=- Feb.11,1941 FBK
' & - $2350 ?[NEALT\/
S REM@V/NG: 7
: N
; 1 aome Tarly- Teachers in old Lcmg Lake Lag Schoel-limwen -
__HENRY SIMMONS. .Mr. . . BO yEN, _  linnie Foggyold maid. =
& lrs. Cummingham. . & Mrs. Wm.W., Jackson who later

. was burned to death in. =B
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OF MOSS BLUFF
and POSTMASTERS.

CENTER
POSTOFFICES

I'ne Center of Moss Bluff, historically speaking,has been

somewhat of a wanderer during the past 75 years. A postoffice
as 1n operation here for around 60 years, and until about

033 when the R.F.D. was established., ﬂ
First,it was at the warehouse on the bank of the Oklawaha
Rriver, as previously stated, and Robert Fort was 1in charge.

_He acted as postmaster, and for some time his pocket was the

ostofficey and later the office was in his dwelling house
hich then stood in the field, some 15 or 20 rods wester-
y of the 0ld cemetery in Moss Bluff. One party states that
apt, Adin ﬁaterman, the village merchant , served—as— e
store that stood on the north.side of the road A1
rods east of what is now the Davis Corner, |
John T.Lewis kept store at the Davis Corner. and he was*%?;?wwmh |
postmaster. This building stood on southzof present road., 'M%ﬂ“”
Joseph P. Davis and family came to Moss Bluff in 1915,

and settled én the J.T.Lewis farmy Mrs. Davis was post-
mistress 1914 till 1818 and the office was in the” old Lewis
Then several acted as postmaster until 1921.
Otis Squires built & store near his present home and
bpened for business in 1921 and he and his wife served as

o —eh eV

---

| Master and Mistress for 12 years, when the R.F.D, was es-
Fﬁablished with the office at Umatilla, then after around
Tour yesrs the office was transferred:- to Oklawahas,

Mr. Squires states, " When I took the office- I received
2 salary of & 9,00 every guarter, and when- I was relieved
I was paid § 30.00 for the 3-month period,

fhe above list ofipostoffices and masters is far from
Omplete --- most of it traditional. One party states,

rs. John H.Fort kept postoffice while living in the present
Robert E.Griggs house, Preston Nix also kept store in the

ld John T,Lewis store and was postmaster,

fim#ﬁf‘u~ wiiﬁ@é}tr ;ﬁéqmﬁf&* AR, ﬁ’k . &/ ;Zimuan
li:g? ﬁ‘}MM Mﬁw Cote Mwﬁf wi{z

S(;E.MW m% A L‘*M{f
After the River boats ceased to bringﬁgggzmail it came
to Moss Bluff for some yvears by stage. Henry Anderson was
én early mail carrier, he came on horse back from Grshamville.
ithen Horace I.Thompson took up the work. Mr., .. Mock was
Onother Jjob~1inok920, then Mrs., Samuel A.McKenney, and lastly

Bse Andrew J° Holton ror-four or five years up-until 1933 %

he last three, at least, 2lso ran the stage. They then
started af Flecbra, went to ‘Moss Bluff and to Oklawaha, then'
preturnedathe same route. The 2auto succeeded horses in 1920

| Mr, James ? Park was the first R.F,D. man,«-gnd he was suc-
ceeded by Raymond Gale who delivered the mail*as late as 1942,
Kij"f Lﬁ& am wm

1{1*%’b u..;t-vw Q&Jv"mw
Mwﬁ'sm %’Jf

MAIL CARRIE RS
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2 BASS,

List of Church Names:

Hes tar BARKER

Nency
I gAWTHON Jemes . ") PENDARVIS, Mrs. N?
2 halker, Figsle, - - - | - : -
g Lulu S0 P A
2. Y lawwy ChvoriaV
i ", Mblllie, —  PITTANS, Meck Lilltem, —
i1
£ . ‘_‘, MPS: :T'C P
- S Se s, Qe e %w}u_ &.ﬁ:&‘ ——
2. Davis, Mr.& Mrs.J.P. ; SELLERS, Iray TR, 7275 W
! DAUGHERTY, Mrs. 2 " Kate,
| 2 e . ki -~ ; X S T BN MF. & M - . 2 NN e 2 5 SN
S DRIGGF‘RS Charles, 5 Za T |
| 4, “FAII. ghr%latOPhar, - G Y s o Jdogal eiwelel
,, t » SMI'FH John ¥ ot
Q-._FDBTL@_ ____JOS._ e é 1 ##;‘2‘ _’,_ﬂ'%;w ...f_:‘?
- % M Staplm:o ‘Miss .ﬁ-mne,
< -3 = R&% BV, i : il el Sl
STBiCKLAND Mrs.
/ |GBO8S, Mrs.H.C. y

HASOLD, Merss Nora,

l
B *HIGGANS Mr.& Mrs.

. [HOYT,
i ____\} _.T e
— Ay {LEWIS,

Mr’"f’f oG el

3 y MI‘S. Sﬁﬁl -
2 ' Beedy, ~Novew
W+ -3 Walter,

| IMARTIN ¥ Mrs_.NQra, | - 9? >
Mr. & Mrs.S.Jrff. & “ 7

Q. i

-3 MARSH,

&+ MEADOWS,

& [MORRIS
i

i AJ] e

é " "

l. IMOCK,

Mrs. Mattie 3

A, H,
ON “Addie,
Mrs. M, A,

MPS- M. --

;fuires, Mrs. Otis,

"_,U

alisial IISTATIE

3" ggbe r
f - Yl ‘__ i - ¥ . ]
3 h).»«ku i:* - 32,
L* WHITE ,MrSu A\ﬁ ANV,

S WHITE, Mr. & Mrs. W.C.

B T AR T e

» WILEY, Mrs,. Anna

.), J{H?‘i %WJuJ:{?*Er
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~ wegther, with the stove-pil

- s — o —

”"{ (: f& .,;t ~ ’Lﬁi{"*ﬁ ::t '
€D 5 OLD LONG LZKE LOG SCHOOL HOUSE; *”by Mrs,L.DZMARSEL
It stood fecing south; was about 16 x 20 feet in size;

- the logs were split in order te give = feirly flat surfece in-
side; &, door in middle of south side, end one'at east end, There
were two smell windows in north side. ,It/w55 ;built before 1872 so

she reports. There was -2 7=inch high AR \platform some 6 ft.
wide &t west end; on thet wsll "7 3;;_.'1“ \w%. {ves e bleckboard ebout
5 ft high X 7 or 8 £t long. e v’ _ont? The teasher had =

&y 5 where., wmad (&1 s0 the?stove, used in cool
ML axta#NB5d oub the morth side nesr the roof.
A large ®tudy tabletoceupied eil the center floor spasce, around this
 teble wererflANk/ALL AT 1long planks used as a2 seat to study. A plenk
shelf ren along the n Fth well with a long seat, used while the pupils

writing,_ élso a seat

LL’ . | \“ j ﬂ?xl Ew.,s.,xw «aof M :‘z’%ﬁf waa.c,i.l = 50

cheir snd desk in N.E.cor

along the south wall excent at the door opening, .







MORRISON: TOB FORT seys, 1939:

MERDICK (or Murdock) MORRISON lived 1868 on the rosd from Davis
Corner to Lawrence Marsh's, snd above the Hornbeak place. This
was known &s the PENROD PLACE, & on Esst s&de of present roadj

this was & log house --- per Tob Fort. This Merdick MORRISON wes a
brother to Norman C. Morrison. € | L8

%"“*‘“'r;:;, P

% As per TOB FORT === 1939:
RICHARD C.Erwin lived in a lJ@g house in what is now A.,J.Wood's orange
grove, some rods west of their present dwelling, in 1868-70; he built
& log store ecross the road which he zppears to have run & few yvears.,
fhe next one here was o0ld A, Waterman who opereted in until sbout the

time of his ds === 1879. Then came Mill Holland who was in business
e few yrs. He was probably the last merchant here. Iater Mrs. Lewis

& her 3 deughters lived here a year or two, F(AEA/LAEH/LEAL/ LS/ BEALEL

e D AN R e s S aec

bullt a log store at the Davis Corner. After s year or two they
rem to Ucele, and hired Mr. Herrell who ren the store a few yrs.

A
Leater, Frenk Hill & his father ren the new log store. Preston \
NIX ren this log store; he built the present Mrs.Davis house, 1883./

3 Eil,?ﬁﬂ*ﬁﬁmﬁ%w“ o

CF el

_ At e e —

JACK WHITE lived 1870%? in & log house s.w, of VVhites Corner, he &
hls bro. did merchant bus. neer-by in & store building.
Later, they rented the store to Vm.R.C.BARCLIFF who ran a genersal
store, around 1880. Jack WHBite 21so kept Post Office in his store.

Inis wes a freme building. In 1882, TOB FORT's father, bid off
the Jjob for TOB, as mail carrier from Whites Store to Silver Springs,
twice a week, on horse-=-back. TOB says: Mill Holland was first

Post Master in M-B- with P.0. in his log store, then JACK White weas
end Post Mester with Office in his ﬁﬁ store st "=Corner,
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Willism R.C.Barclift was san @qplv-merchant in Anson (now
Electra). His store was on west side of present road, and

several rods southwest from the dwelling of E.Bennett Avery,
About 1890 several of the local citizens formed the Farmers

*lliance Company, viz: George W,Waters, Dr, D.A.Thomas¥on,
J.Preston Holly, Joseph  Staneland, Norman A.Fort and possibly

one or two other men, They took over the BﬁPClLfﬁ store,

—Mr. Waters managed the store for one year,hh”bout that

time the Company bully a new store on same side of the road

but several rods farther north of the Barclift building.

James C, Pillans was manager for several years and finally
purchased the property and continued the same business.,

MERCHANTS in MOSS BLUFF SECTION:

' The following is not considered a complete list of A mer-
chants in this section,

One of the first probably wes Jeck White and his brother, LA
Clifford who did business in 2 log store that stood across the
present roed several rods southwest of where W.C.White now lives.
This wes in operation gbout 1870, and was ran for several years.

2t or near Davis Corner there has been several merchants in
business. Capt. 2din Watermen was in business soon af'ter he
ceme from the war; his log store stood on north side of road,
some 12 or 15 rods eest of the Davis Eorner; after he d.(1879)
Mill Hollend ran this stand in same store, he was followgd Dby
Horace Thompson, a man from Georgia --- he llived for a time

in the building. Then ceme Mrs, Mary f. Lewis and her 3 girls,
who came here in an ox-cart, snd they took up living in the

old Wetermen log btore. Ifter which 1t wes used to some extent
es a2 dence and entertainment hsll, until it fiAnally went to

decay end ruin, W DONER. . fwg,w Juarn Af'mm at P o cwu
}%q b? \"% “dmi&' f_f. ?Mj %‘\ﬂm*”u /L\LE- /&Wé{ Q} ‘Fﬂ 5#& e #:x..
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(Data from an Ocala paper,
(by Mrs.O.Squires, 1/24,1940

MOSS" BLUFF POEM ¥
(By William A. Griggs, 1937, when 10 years of age:)
y. SAiadd s s N - 4= o

" MY OLD HOME TOWN

"Moss Bluff 1s a pleasant place,
Every one is happy and full of grace,
"You can have picnics and parties
But we don't allow any smarties,
We have lakes, ponds and rivers, .
You may (walk) or drive your flivver,
The oaks are green and full of moss,
But in sutumn they have their greatest loss,

"The animals are wild and free,
Have been and always will be.

The fields are full of weeds and flowers,
They always bloom in the brightest hours.

The bees are flerce and have long stingers,
And the birds are wild and many good singers.

"The people aré happy and well contented,
#]1 though part of them haven't repented,
/e love this place, we ever fear,
e always forget the bad things we hear.
- Read this poem and never regret 1it,
And once you see Moss Bluff you'll never forget it.,"

OUR FLAG: (fro Report by F.& A.M.,1918)

It 1s only a small bit of bunting,
It is only an o0ld colored rag

Vet thousands have died for its honor
ind shed their best blood for the flag."

Copy of a sign post near. fHITIFS CORNER reads:

OCALA
'} NATIONAL FOREST }




| - and other lone graves. |

'he earliest cemetery in this vicinity of which hi have any
knokledge is the OLD Yard, ?nﬁW'194O in the field some 350
rods s.w. from the Davis Cofnes, where tradition says that. % 4cil

plet has from 75 to 100 burigls, though, at present we can
fin&,only four—headstones,,ﬁ dwﬁﬁ remains of two brick v%}ts.

roed and Congl.Community churdh;ydeeded by Otis Sguires 1n s
recent years. This has been itge since about 1885; Mrs,
Laura F.Hightower, who d. Mar.831886, is said to have been
the first person buried in this gard.

The next, was the New Cemete 33 o1 15 acres just west of
&

There is a sizeable Ygrd at Electra.

Ihere are three graves in ithg wood-land, some 100 rods west
of the Flectra school-mﬂstljfﬁbuilding. Here are two head-
. stones; one a new marble, véads; "ISAIAH FORT Confederate
}Soldier. The other; "SacPed to the memory of I E.M.FORT
born Feb. 2nd, 1864; died Déc.13th 1877." The 3rd grave
is marked by two wood stakes.,
2 E:LOn the ridge n.e. of Little Lake Bryant is the remains 0f

"V v/, & cemetery, where several \pg¢ople buried. 'We find but
ﬂ{ ‘one headstone which,thou hybg@ken we copled the following:

| K Ty
’ﬁ}&p o : d QIn:memory of C Rés LONG, b. Feb,22,1860; d. Sept.
. Pl 1ath 18803 .E

K

{hquﬁxnf "Tow short t @ race our brother has run, Efa§%4gar-
T"'L\ Q““ ¥ ot Cat down in all his blome, . :
LM Pl B His coureé on earth had just began,
” | Now ended in the tomb",.

S./ndrew Smith reports thgf,a man, and his two children were
buried some 150 feet wes

a{{y of Harry H.Hart's house; see him,

K parnt ' cj’pa,wb

Jfbld Capte.fden “aterman, w } :3ed Sept.8,1879 is buried in
a lone-grave south of the A&

Avlis Corner and only a few rqds

from present highway, &wd! AMe of, dis sld Loe stans wy ol
CQ.M\.{, a.éﬁ O Ma = J)MLM Mzw.éw: / - = }

Gaap: JﬁMﬁS HE NRY"HALFORD and three of his small children are int.
in 2 small yard situated

| and.z'mile northerly of M
| PHW /2’ m(ﬁ-‘al{mfﬁ.) :.u.f.'Zf redy

L‘W - .
: - g N

ﬁffawrence D Marshﬂs ‘house, |
A /f—?;,Lo ,,4 o-d_ M, Juimmotvy of Am
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