
I
(%Az- F. ":sy (Data by Mrs.Oavid

'\'i

(Sellers, Feb.13,1940.

OLD ROADS, etc. :
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The Present, EAST - "/EST highway through MASS BLUFF:

OTIS SQUIRES say3 : when h came to Mo3s B1uff,191'7/18, the present

.

road from near the cHUR&k^of CERIST, easterly to near where Dan.

J. FORT live3, w83 filled 'with standing trees, and many old
3tulnps ; the roadway was.""nU.row, and dodged around a lot At' when

a team or auto traveled -over this roadway. (Otis Squires ,1/8,1941.

ABSTRAC r OF I,. R.".'"EELERS LANI) --- Feb.'7,1941:

Mrs . Sally (Fussell ) Perry

.
le (HLjEE6m?mMAsT"""Nrhaµs' 'tiuiTt
2. ALLEN FORT,Jr. bought of tt,

(~h3. Allen & Amanda E.Fort 3old
4. jo3eph & Margaret Fort sold

states old JIM THOMAS lived here first
7jM"%4:jg==%--emT"tTame:' '" ""
S .Government , Feb. 9 ,1858; 40 acres.
to joseph Fort, July '7, 1858.

5. James P.ParkerYold to
6. William B.Parker sold
'7. james Pre3ton ^nxuold
8. john Bli3s soici to%e3

'7illi
to james P.Parker, Apr.
am Byron Parker, Mar.15

,e.

to James Preston Nix, Dec.8,1
to john Bliss of Gil3um,N.H.

ter R.'\heeler, Jan.25, 1919;

22,18'75.
,1884.
884.
,Feb. 25,1885.
present owner.

( ( Jame s" P :"&"Annie^E. Parker sold to '"m,8yron Parker, 1884.)

( James Pre3ton 8c Laura A.NIX sold to john B1i33,9 1pesj.30,18s4,
This 40 acres is the N'tvj of S'VQ of Section 19?.,Range/|25 ea3t J

and Township 16 south, .3"..;.j ^^g|b =AjuaL Ltm , / .- "
v '

j; "'
i' "i "" '< E K~ "'j-e C E, ' L 6ju wx>^6j 2 ' , i

An old Deed states the present 1,.R.'.!heeler place '\. . 4 '55 ,.'
was about one mile ea3t of MOSS BLUFF', at that time " , ,f
the L.R.W. section wa3 called, -- L ONG LAKE.

_~~~_~~~_-_~~_/""IEeh"6y"L:R:meeler. 1941.

The 40 acre Wm.P. ".'allace owne3 , wa3 owned by the UPCHURCH Co. ,who
cut off the timber ?,c sold to "Hump" Grigg3, 8c he so1d""to 'Ym.p.'.^yallaceK
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OLD ROADS and HOUSES.
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EUSTIS formerly was cal, d FORT HIASON. The old FORT M'?I,LON "" , "
ROAD, ran from Ocala _ " RPES FERRY, then . Ql1, s .e. ..cmurse and . '\parallel up the ":ortheFiSly' 3 de of the Qkla'mha River to FORT L
J!AS0N (or FORT Mmj,L.0N) .'" JL.Aj! djba c»jlb& aju3ojd~ko'u ,

»
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This _old ROAD passes through i'YiOSS Bluff, From the JOSH MARTIN
Cornei', tEe OLD ROAD ran to near '.whites Corner on or near the
present road; then on s.e. to near where Robert lLGriggs house
where the old road bore OIT more southerly passing on .north side
of Robert Fort's old log hojise, theijce on and quite near the HA
north 'sidC of the old cemetiCry, therice on s.e. pas3ing near the
log house Where "Jack" Har¢el1 lived that 3tood in the field
some 25 rod3 south of e avU Corner, then ,easter1y passdng
On the p"resent' south end Andrew j.'.'iooci ' s farm, near where
there was" a very early lqj', Xhool-ho1jse, and nearby was el palm-
stoop shelter where reli 'ic)u3"¶wteetirle';3 were held in pleasantweather and in the schoofhouse, 'Nhen stormy; thence easterly on

north .side of Rresent_ Jiimes P.Martin new house; thence on east
('"passing""t"he 3ehoor:6"0us'e"""that stoo"dZ20 yrs ago on north sIde of
"' S.Jeff Martin's farm; thence east and near the south line of Otis
Squires and L.R."heeler'si land; , then crossing the new P6Ad
(cock-eyed) road to the mueklanq pas3slng south of two mld-hole3
on L.R.'.\hee1ei^s 40 a; thence on ea3t and enteres present road
hear wherc Dan.j.Fort now lives.

r'l'he OIJJ LOG SCHOQL-F,4EETING HQUSE that formerly 3t¢)od in south
of Davis Corner, in 1865; "&iCrt C. (To'b) Fort attended this
log school when El small la ;, "ieheird -B.Erwin who bou@t the Wood
ihirm in 1868, was one of th .' irst teachers; a Mr. Connor, was,

earlier than Erwin. T'"iere i qre 25 or 30 3cholars in thi3 school.
%

Harry H.Hart, 3tates,

' frame house in 1930?;
draw-bridge, and near

he tore down the john T.Lewis la
it stood between his gas station
some orange tree3 3til1 standing

3tory
and the
by road.

idr. Hart also 3tates; there was an old house that stood in his
field, 50? rods 3 .w. of hi3 bui1ding3 , years ago; n.f.r.

+Also, Old Fort Moss Bluff stood on north side :qiver near
south of old cemetery.

( "er H.FLFIart,Mar.6 ,1Eg¥b.

t OLIVER FORT say3: An old road leading to the Henry "/i1ey home
started near 'Ym. 'iallace ',A house, MA or corner of road, and
ran northeasterly, pE)ssirlE,,South and quite near the old Long LAKE
Log School-home , thence qA, 'to where Henry '.vi1ey lived. He smys
no other building3 were ev",er on that old road. After death of
Mr. A1ey, A ."jack Snell IiNed Ah in the '.!i1ey home; he was last
family to live here. I'Kr. '"iley built that -home around 1880.1/9JIl

- "" ' /¥/,%no-tZ Z"ijti ¢'t' G" '2 .i:'"a..,.:i.t )q,' t,- i, A

i4 r, t

\\ i' p;

jzq Ca9'j, ,C,,l \ q 3 c| J\l ^Ll¢ '.n[ Cc. :Alu"" ,

tuUL:jrt..· Aa:-¢·(jj c'u;. .-", {"m:( ,^^^4:¥mr.j 1u &4·, |q({'(

'qa> ^tjtaju ^^>7 A /UL o~_
Cla^~. C If A "'I t:i-'

r—"'L€ub Lr*- S e-loe·t. Alu Qc--,



C - '" '

¶
.. j "(By Xrs..jOHN S.Martin,3/20, '4(

Brief History of
ANSON ----- ELEC TRA.

Prior to about 188S, ANSON wezs a village in the Moss Bluff
area. ·About that" ime 3ome of the enterprising citizem
of the comnunity dec ded to change the name to Electra, a
name which it has sin e held to the pr'esent.

X,
A partial list\Qf the "eerly settiers in the Anson-Electra

district, 'me give the fon'owine:

Dr. D. A. Zomaston^ who came :from
Union Springs, Ala,

George W. hillcoxon}. who came from the same place.
John J. Brown, who came f rom Sandersville , Gel,
Joseph Smi th , who .came f rom Ga,: R.Hardee, \ o ca-me from Meridian, Mi33.
',' illiam R.Cobb Barcli of .Ala.
George ';', fl'atem, who c e from

' Alger's . '"Y,t

t

Pinkerton and ibmily.

Some of those who came in later:

Qeorge

J .
I!. M.
james
Dr.

. " ¶

F· vManson fr m in. or near, 3oston,'Mass.
A,norse, a re ative, from Lawrence ?, Mass,
Higgine, from alesburg, Ill.

C . Pillans , of .M ison, Fla.
Dwelly, iq.jj. , from Mas s . ;1888- 90.
Driggs, family.

m

'Mere has 'been three or four \Jpres in '7lerctra and vicinity

jn former years: viz: ' 'i,
,"%

- ° iTohn 3:,Brown in his house n.e; o %· , S"house.
The FA R!,,ERS ALLIANCE, jame s m . P i ns, Propr; later, owner.

D e
,.¶"

.
"

F '"

tCharles I?. Harrfsi, in cement. buj ding I mile north; still

3tanding, 1940. 'S,,
h

jr "t ""
K_^-"

.
, I.1"'"iv! from the !'U,'RI "q ni .,T"/ N.'? 7S, Mar. 22 ,1940:

. ,
'jAi8E"S NORRI3, mulit mill 'q re of ChicagQ "who pareha"3ed .5,000
acres, known as , "MUCI,M( . Rh. "" in the Okla'vaha river valley

,some weeks ago, is report to'"have recently purchased a. trac,t_
jof 15,000 acres in Citra3, coiitni:@ :for a tung grove project.

7

L
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John S.Martin 3tate

EIjLALYbU U 0 ITEMS

MOSS BLUFF.

3 g

IN THIS PART OF FL
orange grove of' L.
the old john Bli33
PARKER, the preach
came to Florida,

"ON 0F.,'THE LARGEST SEEDLING ORANGE TREES
OR A oj'merly stood in what is now the

.,.R." e , east of hi3 buildings, and near
houa. rf "· He EL"l3O state3 , that a Mr.

er, d#ed In the Bliss house before Blis3
The." rough- and- ready boy3 were wont on

teadlng the man Parker,

MTJCK FARMS near Mo33 Bluff.

C.H. STORY (STO"VER' ) M ck yL¶'nA,
1600 acre8,is reclaimed

land camed by cutting a 3 Qrt-cut canal near Mos3 Bluff above
the U.S.Locks on the 0 aw. .El River about 1926/'7. Thi s rich
black muck land YYA form rYy JYie bottom of the River and a bay
w8. s! se"u2rEn r"'n, under w "ten over whi ch 'boats formerly traveled.
A EiortioFii'mf;:-this farm hea,'"been used to rai3e, potato, tomato
and beam for the New Yonit" markeU.

Corn wel3 rai3ed on 1200 acre3 during 1939, that was ground
on the fann3 and fed to fat 400, 2-yr old 3teer3 that were 3oId
around jan.1,1940.

"
j·b" , ' \

q"'" jjjcj
FERRIES md BRID?E}S ,,°::3.:)jkl P"1AE!A RIVER

" ,"'"" , jj '" " r ""'""'A" " "' ';7' '""'
""" % Josieph 3tanaland, 1940:"·
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q - --- '"\

,,' ' ,j' The 0 d VQLU¢Ia I onZ,started at 'E"ort KING, or possibly

" V (,'", in the Indien settlement ae'KOU&Ie), md ran easiterly, and
Y y eros3ed the 0klawaha River at'. Sherpe3 Ferry; Here was el ferry

t . "· 2"t m egrly date, then the G€4m~jbt erected a wood bridge, (.S'

--
but thet served only a short tjdime, when the ferry was re" t g
e3tablished, emd within more recent ye&r3 a 3tee1 dr&w-Prldge «iµ »

iha3 been erected at this point. "E_Fi', GA"ES "jQi"/
A,G R/G6,> ' , /
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FIRST LOG SCHOOL HOUSE

/ ·1 "r
. ., ,,, ,,

in MOSS BLUFF.

Item from l',{rg3.

Ambrus Morriso
!LB.;Feb.3,194

'Mrs. Morrison, states h o er members of her familY say, that
the three MORRISON chi d , i' ck', Murdock and Sophia C. , went
to el ACK6 log school ho s th t stood in the field southerly

and auite a distance fr Mrs .Davis Corner, She reports
hearing there were no wi o" in the building, and they used
in their place, wood win 'n- utters; it had a Spanish-moss-
clay chimney. --- See ' . 'Yort and Lem A, Griggs. This

building, I siuspcct stoo ar Yhe OLD ROAD, on north side or Rive

Near the school-house w 3
-palm thatch""arbor under which hll

religious service3 were helci in plea3ant weather, and in the schoo:

in 3tormy day3 .
"~~~.

E.,
.· It . I

"' / ' "
5 '

· T

(Data by Tob "Fort ,Feb.1'7,1940
'PHE UNION CHURCH

l'bout j!&a; 'the citizens bujj1t a<'auar:] 3izeabie) frame church

.. building among some oaks on no Ade of pTemnerrt road, and near
r" "" '\ the north end of Long Lake; V"'.' s known as the UNION CHTJRCH.
'dr:"- a 'This 6bulldirig was surmounted," a C-F'.'ay pitch roof; 'It WElS3 taken
y ' " down about 18'79 and rebuilt"" the yard a few rods north of the

pre3ent CHURCH OF CHRIST..-" rhis v'as u3ed "as a school house and

church, combined until the old Long Lake Log School hou3e was

erected. d£jj'v 3mit d±h.·beb4L U&» CJL^^^Aw- bcLU%A ^jua~ e~ ^^~J2
" ""\ uu!dL·

/"
"

r)3" ;'t tti t'o- Jlj 74 Dtt, L ,/3 Gut (i.k'g LLLv"t[ tic,, aujt, 't QAr-Ut,= , "

;,'_ '11/cia-f 6 i AiutM y"? tc CLAD ·a^ut bauj-ba¢:uu sui"%";y "";-u,

~THE ORIGINAL MOSS BLUFF was a warehouse building Pat stood 18'75?
on the north bank of the Oklawaha River and 3ome 35 mile above the
present 1j.S.Locks,& S of Bob ,Griggs. (Per Lem.A.Griggs ,. Feb. 2'7,1941.

~1MW

"' .J,6 i ' I! · . iY" "2

+

" (Data by Tob Fort,
EARLY "SETTLERS' IN MOS3 BLUFF. ( Feb.1'7,1940.

_J

L-He was b.12/20,1862. In 1865/68, there were 4 settleinents on
0

north s.i'de of the River in what is now Moss B1uiX": "

">

lst. His father lived in El log home 3outh of Thomas H.,Griggs ,or S.E
2nd. "i!'a3h" HarrisQp,1at r 'N.E.Martin,on S.jef:t' Martiii"; rmr."' ""
3rd. joseph Fort lived n jog house in I,.R.'.?hee1er 's orange grove.
4th. Allen Fort,jr. ,1iv

.
" "a log house in edge of the GREAT SCRUB

Later, Philip T.Gr ' moved into the SCRUB from Long Lake.
Cl lm, a -5- Cl \ '- F~ i—L' t ·. Aw .it u-C 't C;_ O-q L ."'- 'l, - Q--L t.. €"t L-. c'°;"' , ' ' --"....

8^ " "i" "7uuL"A~L" R~Aj, $i""t Q< tjt I""' "'~. Su 't « 4 j'St t
-/ .L · A. , ' .A ' + ' ' '="7- Al' :·; -LaA.LU ? a? ll u;Z U-') 'I'"'Luuu:,' C--43 ,c" e-,, n .

:'
& ·

",. I M cM ,mu , ' V' ;" = Jj; Z t" 2' .'7- 't'o' ,'
/



.I

' , j2,;/1 ,,, l ,,,.i L ""'!:r'ir-: ,:":': .,"""^""'l,.-€ .S";"i"ii'- la7.,,Z:-,"'±' '
"% -

, L t .
8 'e 5 .. L.

,

, """" '" L>r OLD VOLUTIA:ROAD
CEMETE RY.

,. ,,, , ,.,...
This cemetery is one of tiiT"olde3t in thi3 regiony said to

conjµin between one and two aci'c3 of land, and i3:owned by
the State or Government, though now mdly neglected;, has no
enclosure, and fire3 have obliterated nearly every grave.
Only one headstone (broken) , can be found in this yard,1940,

.'Vc have only a partial list of those buried in this vardb
as rollow3 : /

. ,— Aniinfant daughter of Dg. ". .r' Dwel1y.
— :yrus Long, 'Nh b.b'eb.22,- 86 jd.±sept.15,l88o; broken stone.
_ mbriel Long, father of C " Sj;'
""'~ james J. Meadows and wife 'g:"l[ackel (Gainey) Meadows ,

— Lizzie Sharp, dau., of '8'Qo"dani, who d. 1890?; age 16 yrs.
Z Also a &iarp, bab: gir1¢ y'

" 'jhe parents of ',"1oodard sglan).
—- kn infant dau. of Rev. George ',VABrant.
~ Little Billy Freeman, a boy of 3 or 4 yrs .
" l'wo or three members of the Marlowe family.

1· Mr. Unde rwood.
~ Old Mr. Corey, d. at 85 ?yrs; a 3oldier in Union arrrry.
'm Mrs . . Corgy, who left her husband; she d. suddenly.

'Yilli3 Sellem and wife Sarah.
~ An infant dau., of Al,len B. and Sarah (Snell) Fort.

' ' ·
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4,
5 .

- 6.
'7 .
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10.

Road leading to Okla'miha. E-. 2°
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3 hri .,Z lM '""t d d o .e s .
Remains of old Indian mound. :"~

.Site of John 'j?.Lewis log house.
4· 0"/

Site of Benj.F.b'reer'si log house. ,'""
,Gite of Lynch Live Oak tree. ,'

Home of Harry d.Hart. 5· "
/'Site OF LI ,/'

Present home of Dwight L.Hart<,')e /'
Tj.S.tjouse at Lock; home of "3"ji,'

,
" '

G.Augustus Waters , 1941. t.

U. S. Lock3 on Oklawaha River· A .
Draw Bridge ove,r Do. do. '7, ," '

,Hquelc of .Br]hdge tender; ' @ ·"'
_

, S_
.1'0rs. Ida T.Brinson, "1941· 9 , ,. " 8 '

,, R.H.HartW new Saw- u dl" t
.

'T

0

mill, 1941. I -· ( " ' "" i
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FIRST LOG SCHOOL HOUSE

,, "r"
/ cg \ . .' .' : t t "L /7 .' L, "

in MOSS BLUFF.

Item from Min3.
Ambrus Morrison
M.B . ;Feb. 3 ,194C

Mrs. Morrison, states h o cl members of her familt say, that
the three MORRISON chi d , i' ek", Murdoek and Sophia C. , went
to el €¢Yu$ log school ho s th t stood in the field 3outherly

and ouite a distance fr Nlrs.Davis Corner. She reports
tiearing there were no wi oK in the building, and they used
in their place, wood win w- jmtters; it had a Spanish-moss-
clay chimney. --- ' See ' . Yort and Lem A. Grigg3. This
building, I snispcet 3too ar Yhe OLD ROAD, on north side of River

Near the school-home w 3
:palm thatch ""arbor under which hil

re1igiousi 3ervice3 were held in pleasant weather , and in the school

in stormy daym
K ·

. ,- (Data by Tob "Fort ,Feb.1'7,1940
% :';"

r' - 'FHE UNION CHURCH
Ab:ut 'j!&a'; 'the citizens buj'lt a41auar: '1, :izeale frame church

,£\
building among some oak3 on no , Axle of pjNm3 Foad, and near

{i , ?r the north ?ne of Long Lake; ty"t 's known,, as the UNION CHTJRCH.

l. ,
'This ·build:t-rig was surmounted- " a 4-way ,Atch roof; 'It was taken
down about 18'79 and rebuilt' "" ,phe yard a few rods north of the
pre3ent "CHURCH OF CHRIST·7' jflhis v'as usted'as a school house and
church, combinedjmtil the- old Long Lake Log School house was

erected. DmUU 3mit atE~cML ZLL,. C-jL^~jL- beLMA ^j<Ae^m Cm, ^^~'A
" "\,yjLL t m""

4i 71 d, U+'aaj 'R4 Dtt, L /3 &d '"k:tA1LtutuLcN a'AjL , ', c>>tt¢t , ¶.:!'t't , '
: g'kuµ "2Z i =a1b'" 2p ? :Y a-t^~ &^u't """" N,'-pu&"t-.u a';*;";y ' "' ;·u, .

THE ORIGINAL MOSS BI,TJFF was a warehouse building that stood 18'75?
,on the north bank of the Oklawaha River and 3ome ii? mile above the '

present !j.S.Locks,tt S of Bob ,Griggs. (Per Lem.A.Grigg3 ,, Feb. 2'7,1941.

mmw

. 'i" ji le .i: --)
X

" (Data by Tob Fort,
EARLY "SETTLERS" IN MOSS BLUFF. ( Feb.1'7,1940.

_J

LrHe WEl3 ,b.12/20,1862. In 1865/68, there were 4 settlement3 on

north si'de of the River in what is now Moss B1urr": " "

lst. His father lived i-n a log house 3outh of Thomas H.,Griggs,or S.E
..i . ' "'|."1,

. iemu ,2nd, '":Ya3h" H&rrisQn,lat r 'm.E.Martin,oh s.jenmartin=n¶r.

3rd. Joseph Fort lived . n JLog house in L. R.'.'lheeler 's -orange grove.
4th. Allen Fort,jr. ,iivF · "a log house in edge of the GREAT SCRUB

Later, Philip T.Gr moved into the SCRUB from Long Lake.
CtjZ I?"." ,; 'i ' '"'- "' "-5
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D.\'EI,I,INGS

\
(Data from L.R.'.'lheeler's
(Abstract;his 40 A. 2/6, '4C

I ·' Abstract" and li3t of 'owners of L.R."QheeierC 40 acr"! farm, It
' 13 the m of s's'j; on 19-16-25.(that is; Seet.19; Tom3hip )

( 16 "South, and Range 25 East. )
Feb.9,1858, U.S.Government sold this 40 acres to Alleh Fort,jr.
July '7,1858, Allen & Amanda E.Fort,jr. mid to jomph Fort.
:Pr.22,1875, Joseph & Margaret Fort 3old to Jame3 P.Parker,#,.j )z-'u^dj?

i ar.15,1884, ,3ames P ,& Anna E. Parker, to William Byron Parker.
Dec. 8,1884, Willi gm B.Parker to James Preston Nix,

.
Dec.go,l884, Jame3 P.& Laura .a .Nix, conveyed to john Bli3s; lst pay't.

' Feb.t5,1885, " " " " " to John Bli3s, Iarranty Deed; 4Oa
(Between 1A85 and 1919, 8evel?al held tax deeds,mortEages ,etc. )

Jan.25,1919, john Blis3 3old to Lester R. Yheeler, the same 40 aeresn>

i
(Tradition :sitates, joseph Fort built a log house in the pre3ent
(L.R. Yhee1er orange grove, in 1858; then in 18'74?, he built 8,

·(2-story frariie dwelling 200 or 300 feet n.w. of hi3 log house,

,'( in '.i'heeler's garden plot, that stood till burned in 1916. ) i'

, ,
<— :sieot,24

,
4CJtf. ,./8; . . ' -";··-L Sq, ,/'

Pmter R.,'iheeler built h,i'1""'""t 2°i?g?1="+
' 9')'f,, ,:,1 1

/,1 .LUUL ,, e',sQUckEm .,j. ,'
! "" C3" ,

1 !

,
i - iEtgzllr j-; ;;'Z'oI ico; ).' ":::Z=

i : ) ilj"-r"e , :h
·

i -iect :ut,° Z"/b$:R2¥E tattA, SqUIREs
,

k ' ? m4

' 1/ A, '

During fall of 1925, L.R.'./heeler built El dwelling across road,
s.e. of hiuu store & filling station. His son, Raymond E.
Liheeler lived here Dec. 1925 to May 1928 when he returned to N
Fall 1928, j.Edwin Sellem and fSmi1y here.

In 1929, M1?3. jane 1Martin) Sanford was here.
Henry Haggard, here about two yrm

Tanner, of Orlando, several months.

.H.

1936, .'talker, was here.
193'7,, Robert Blackstone and wife Joy, came.

,jq '/'0"/, /U1Aluv~ T Rmjug, O" -V), JJ±. 4bm gLuuu:M: Uj-L·Lnb,

/ 3(' 4 2 , '" ; ,: mL'./.\L, gLL€Aj
3"7/ Li%.'ir'^\j, '

Z

3,
Z

+

6

~

.J

e

i
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Abstract,
In the ,d)e/eA( John
known El3 the Parke
Marion County, Flo

,..6 -'- 3
4

WBliss .,to L.RjYjieeler, this place was; "formerly ,:*
r Place, about one mile East of !'l!o83 Bluff, 4J
rida , " -q#

"1,
\~_

O0 Y
- ·tIn 1938, LEVIABRUMBAUGH, qv. , built a snnall 3umn1er-cabin near 3

the gouth-we3t end of Long Lake. S

HUGE
MEADO'.'v'S, lived in an old hou3e,1923?,that stood Z2)$? rOdS t?

·?3outh of Mrs .Mae (H) Sellers; he rem; to Orlando. Next came
, iJOHN '1!/ALTON from Oklawaha. La3t cp e Thomas H. Griggs. -¥

Old MACK MORRISON, lived,1893-1924, in an old hoase,'gone in q

1939, that stood easterly from the above, b[eado'N3-GrigESs house. ;J
' The site Of MackW 11ol138 can be 3een--- el few timber:si remain. S:

'i illiam P. Ziallace; Ro3coc Marlowe ,& 1'4r3 .Bes3iu Meadows , jast.o c"
-



' Ewe lling3 cont. :

EI:IBRUS
s outherly

' , Murdock 0
the Mo"rri
1935. In

' " . hcmse .
_

MEAD03S, lived in a log hou3e that stood 50? yards
of the Present Thomas G.Prench house; his dau. m,

.Morrison in 18 . ,then they came here to 1ive;all
V

son ch. (4) were b. in said house , which 3tood until
1901, Mr.M.O.Morrlson built the present T.G.-Prench

P ·

~_"" " ""'".q T3r;k¥. ~fE9X%B M .
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I'FEM by L.R. ",'HEZLER and "im. ?.!v!artin: / :7 .? .? - uo,

",hen the early 3ettler f a"st arrived in M.B'., all the land,
in the open and in the v o \, s covered with a rank growth of
wild-o&t3, that were as h gh s a man3 headj ~ the ground \'jel3

.inulehed ankle deep with carpet of this decayed ¥egetation.
The range cattle revell d ' n this rank vegetation. But al el3 ,

' the white 3ettlers set ir s to clear the land for tillinE,
until hardly e b1adEi of oa s can now be found, and the present
day range cattle me usually a3 poor as 3harks.
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DWELLING 1!OU SE S .
h

0I,IVER FORT
FARM: fir3t\,e;¥lOd by a hfr. (Nm. ?)

was followed by,
. - g ?""J8!p.c s Driggem ,

Fi1lans , Mr. - Parke 't .e preacher, Mr.
and Oliver

Fort who settledqZ"eqe, 1909; has 160

Fort built present dwelling" ±ii lSO9, which stanCb
east of an old frame house which he tore down.

(Data by Ollie Fort
( Mar. 24,1939.

Drlggers, he
j. Christopher

- Mmon,
acres. Mr.

a few feet

(Data by Ollie Fobt
G

JAMES
W. REYNOLDS, once 1' ved in an old house that stood Z of

a µ11e 3outhea3t of Olive ort '3 dwelling house. Mr.Reynolds
lived here several years b lore 1900; wa3 followed by, Samuel A.
McKinney , Mr. BertPi¢a ? , and John P. Galloway, High Sher-
iff of Marion county lived h'qre several yeam, then removed to

-.Ocala, i, . ""' .

' 1/ .
\

,
m." " LEMUEL GRIGGS HOMESTEAD: .' (Data by Thomm G-

, .
-' ' (Ikmily, Mar.1939.

LEMUEL GRIGGS, came from Ala., and settled on a large
tract of land ih 1835, Hi3 home was a few miles east of Sharpes
Ferry, and here he erected a log house in which he spent his

.
remaining day3. The old dwelling stood about 575 feet ea3t of
the present house of Mrs. Thomas B. Griggs, and 8emi&l :. i 1., north

of the pre3ent highway. Thoma3 B.Griggs erected and moved into
present house on July 11,1902, he then tore the old log house
down, using 3ome of old log3 to build a barn still standing on
this place. In the yard at this place Lb an old iron kettle (80 Get
that wa3 u3ed in Mamhall Swamp, and other place3 during the
Civil war to boil down cane 3yrup.

Lemuel Griggs was one of the fimt men to settle in the Mo33
Bluff 3ection of Florida; hi3 nearest neighbor, wa3 Hugh Stanaland

who lived 3everal !nile3 easterly.

LEMUEL A. GRIGGS Home Place, 1940: (Data from L .A . G.

Old man Driggers, lived in an old log hou3e 3ome, 15? rods
n,e. of present L.A.Griggs home'; 3everal othem also lived in
that old dwelling, ;tY¢;h including john B.Chalker. Mr.Driggers ,

in 18 ',built a new frame-house a few rods we3t of his log home
which stood for about 40 years, when Mr.Grigg3, built his present
dwelling in 1927 ?, and sold the old house to Negro's who removeji

the material to Ok1awaha.
*jen·,u, a, Jd - AaO· 3OR, Ca·:± A:;ZCi=

JOHNY'"'1ILEY, lived near where Sidney C.Fort now lives, about 1902.



Dewll ing3 cont, :

- JOHN S. MARTIN Farm; Josepij McCray lived on thi3 place about 1891
hi3 frame dwelling stood itn 3evera1 rods westerly of the present
Martin buildings, of the latt.ers-, orange grove --- of 1940.

That WEl3 the 13t dwe1ling"',.on 1T)roperty.
L.

,
. ..

Hir. Martin bought farm and ,·'bui1t house in 1902, 1183 Miiee made
m" several addithons. ..' i.E

G P
.

.

JOHN SMITH, 3aid to have built fir3t house, near n.e.corner
of Long Lake, where James E', Sa.1lem ha3 been living for past

few yeam. Others here , SanniC1 El .McKCnney; CurtiS Greer,
& wife (who was a dau. of Bob Grdgg3) ; Ray Herndon, then came

, J.Ed.Se11ers in 1932; rented. .-"
.¢'X ...-"

.1
, , \

:'
. . y

¢ Some a mile n.e. from the John Smith house is 3ite of home,

" A now gone --- 1940, where Za. Fort lived prior to his d. in 1913.
.,

'
,

. mp

.
^

' A '" .
b' .,

.

' P'

t
j' 4

I Some distance beyond Za FortW house was where L' ·^"-" Chalker ,
lived within recent years. Buildings gone before,1938.

'iiALLACE Farm: JOHN GARDNER said;,, first settler/ 2n'i'/ "y'":·V.j&ck3on;:5d. F.H.
"

Harris of Miami; 4Eh. ','.Jj. ? LaVanie,; 5ti. Sam. 1.1','cKinney; 6th.john E
' hallace .')J(OHN E. I'/ELLACE Place north of '.',ueen Lake , ./m,',/.jack3on livedI

; in an old house on this farm 3everal rod3 northerly of pre3ent
" I":;">, ho'iise in 1910 in the orange grove, and where his wife lh3t
1 (' ),nµg" iier""iife by a:fire. The 2nd. dwelling was u34d fimt as a
I """"

"packing house, is 3till standing, then in 1938, Mr.',/a1lace

,
ijuiit the pre3ent dwelling, just south of 2nd house.

!
.ROBERT :3 FORT, after his serviee in Civil war, 3ettled.firsk near

near the presten Harmon P. Grlggs house where he built two log
houses, living here two or 3 yrs. , then moved to the present Thomas

: H.Griggs farm where he took up an 80 acre claim; later he bought ""7
' ' ' 120 more acreS; he was ahiear1y'= settler on thi3 property (186E

at that time there was a log dweliing on the property .that 3tood
in the field a few hundred feet 3outherly of the pre3ent highway
arid neeir an old road that pas3ed near the old M.B. cemetery, and
not far from 3aid Yard.

, _.
The HARMON I? .GRIGGS farm:

Mr. [i,.P.(;rigg3 built pre3ent house:.
.-.

3rd on property, in 1928. Capt ... Mll.lam C .Pillam , said to
have btki1t 2nd house on this farm; it was a log dwelling and 3tood

a short dimtance north of present A.p.Griggs heme.

, ~k,.

philip T.Grigg3, 6uiit Ist. house; a log house that stood several

nOrth of the Capt.Pillans house. f' , ,
. b

"P TG R t GG S",

.
/F"" ":"X, t1 '

· C

,
.L' .. .' . tit l Capt", "Pu.1.an s

q'
,, ' B 3, HP GiR|€GS
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D','1ELLINGS - OCCUPANTS - POIN'L'S OF INTEREST, etc.

~
~,

DANIEL J.FORT farm: _ joseph Fort moved from the L.R."Lhee1er
farm to this place after 1860, "built "house on north side o:f
road in the oranEe grove, then in 1880?, built the present
'dwelling across the road, J,'JO ? feet south-west from hisi first
home . Others living Fe1. the new house; Oliver Fort ,

k,j " " ball, Thome.s H.Grie'E3 , Albert "'/.1?ort and Daniel J. ?ort.

SYDNEY C . FORT farm: This was part of Allen Fort ,,Tr. plan-
't@trcjn" that lie pul'Chased in 1853. _j'ohn- FiWrlojds is said to
have erected the f irst buildings. A~t+·t-LeL /9¥O,

t1 Albert '/. Fort, when" fire" burhed- house and he rebuilt, 1926?;

then, Sydney C.Fort.

LEMUEL A. GRIGGS, old home stood in the edge of the Scrub, 30?
.Fod3 3-e of the Suear Hole pond. It stood on the 3outh 3ide
'of the road at the junction where the first road on right that
. 1e&d3 s outherly. It wa3 built 1880? by Frank Pooser or his
bro. lSmerson Pooser and formerly stood across the highway.

,
Lemuel A. Griggs lived here for 3evera1 yeam; his sister

'Mrs. Emmie F. (Griggs) Fort. Nickoia3 L.Port a13o liver here.

' Finally, Oanie1 j.Fort tore the frame house down in 193'1, and
, ha3 used the material in erecting a cabin-house for hired, he-tp

40 ? rod3 west of hi3 pre3ent home. - '

On the koaci 'leading 3outh fkom L.A.Griggs place, perhaps 50 rOcis
there were two or more inch, a Mr. Swan and a Mr. Ennis who ijuiit
lsmall cabins 1880? in which thCy lived for several monthm '

? - 3

I

"_~..
\,

L:

ALLEN FORT, jr. came with hi3 family ang_.several Slave3 .in 1¢.53?
'aiid 'built a sizeable 3-room log dwei"ling that stood on the 3outh
side of the present road, scniie 200 feet easterly fr,om the L.A:
GriEgs corner, a €reat iivC oak now stands acros3 the road on,
the north side of the° road; that large tract of land, now covered
'with small trees wel3 all in X water-rnellons, not over 12 yeam
.ago, by Sydney C.Fort. Nothing now marks the site where Allen
built his house , but, location of his well was di3cernible since
1900 yet the log house , with its punching floor had practically
trotted down arourd' I88g ? Formerly there were several negro log
cabins that stood a few rods s-w of above home.

PHILIP T.GRIGGS built and moved his family into a log housejn
'Dec . 1869, that stood in the field ea3t of the cross road that
leads directly to the north shore of Lake ,Cathariite. 13

jOB?RT E.GRIGGS lived in a frame Liou3c, 400 ? ft. n.w. of p.'j?.
Griggs 10§ house on the road to Lake Catherine; it wel3 taken

' down by mzrry Pratt 193'7. jse e c) ve 'kz. -·->
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.it"9. "ite 'of RobePt E.Griggs hoiUe. ' " " ="" " _ """"" ""
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,
12. Site of' F.'r.(;ri€€g3 log house, 186'3.

_-13. -S'ite 'where Bob Blackstone lived. ',LAKE CATHZRINE"
14. Boat ,?n 3h,ore of Lake Catherine. was named after15b SidnC," C.µ':rt3 watep-nlellol1 £ield·

'. c athprine F'o"rt A'16. i.'he liVe-Oak by the road 13 4 ' in ciia·' wife of P.'F.Griggs. .

/"

W -

t 7<'3&7ut cE, Ai'L??a U) .j' " jjU cL, Al Muj- A^l·, 4'l, 2o, /929,
" P'

0 . '

3— . .ta-ei , , ,' m=m'l -'.J . 3ZEUY Bq^f'cd !q"o ju a'ij· ' 2
~ - '"""" '- · "" '.' '" . ' —" ·- .. " ' . / a! \( %-.»

t i
_

t . ,

' """' T Lj K = ( ' n ! "¶ »· F. ', · ": ,
, C - h 4 - -' ~~ . . :41

·
~MS~-

W

Xbr

..

~ . ,

~- ^~~== .

.

µ| a, ,.6 H ~^>.S%NEN

" j
"" · 7

,L'o-,-,,,.,.L Q tt- &U tt C'..€m- itSQ Lo " La p:
p ·

·- N—" ' —"" ",L^ Z ,R, v'Lgu'µuLr'¢zt.µ~ ? "' " " " ""

V
\ :

.
,5·~ '·

! " ! "
' I



i elec TRA "The 1Awn of Light:' :

i Formerly this place coRtained two 3tore3, a Baptist """

church and several dwellings . It was known at one time
iaS," Dogs Neck," and as An3oneaown to about 1885, when a
fcvj enterorising citizem d'ecided to change the name to,

,
Ejectra, :hich it still. re ains.

Some of the early 'set er he re we re :
Dr. D. A . Thome' s ton , Ge ore.- -"I . .'" lie ox3 on jotiri J . Brown ,

joseph Smith, ".l'.R.Hardee , ,'/iiiiah _R.C0bb Elarclift, George

'\0 .Waters, the Pinkerton family end a Mr. Algers . At
a later period came , George F,Manson, A.M.Higgins , Dr. mo.
Dwel1y, 3ames C .Pi11ans, the Driggs family, E.Bennett

(Ben) Avery, now, (1941) living there g also J .B.Cald-
well.

" :hj""=~";' , STORES and 'y!FRCF!ANTS ,

S ll ;i", ...g
\""_'""" " "' "- , ;i kc. ¶L¶a^-~-bb 21^u: 8-4^¢ Aa^^' t, ii¢tt~

The Farmers Allianee blL*E~ store in 1892,
" 2'P, D-bmubm""¥and James C.Pillans wu chosen as Manager, and here Was

3he Electra postoffice, Mr. Pillians being postma3ter.
qothing now maarks the site of this store which stood on
zhe west side of the road, about opposite where ldr. j.
3.Caldwell was living, 1941. 4,o"1u ".:u,,+l-e.·¥ cjlo- -^^j<ub
J"-^1l- LU=Cc J jj¢ a" Cl - ^tjkiLL. ' ' '

0
i

'""'""'7 R?, 8ht"{' John J.Briwn opened a store in his house which he con-

a:#) k:fnLuU ducted a few years . This building stood near the present
j~1Et Icc: ,A. 'E·8ennett Avery house, but nothing now marks its site.

"' Je~""~ Charles F.Harris built a cement store building about a
' "'5b~ - mile northerly of the two ctbovc mentioned g3t€)re3, in which

ne did business,//S'±x years. This building is standing,
though unoceupied, 1941. He was posttmster of Electra.

In 1882 the citizem 8nd members of Morning Star Lodge,
F.& A.M. built a 2-story school-hlasonic building, still
steitnding, 1941 -- unpainted and in a dilapidated; outside
3imentions, 26' 3" X 40' 3"

The lower story was used for a public school while the
top' story was the lodge room for the Masonic body. During
recent years this building ha3 been used as a voting place
for citizem resiiding in the Mos3 Bluff region.

,d'

'L'he old Harmony Ba!)tisa"Vi€lreh, no'," removed, formerly
stood Z mile easterly of UqC, Mjovc sc'iool-Masonic buildine,
on an old cross road lec'din'g-. south-eesterly to Mo3s Bluff ,



Data by Mr3. john S.
Martin.

ELECTRA., from OVER:

There were three (3) mereh8nt3 in Anson-Eleetra at e.n early
dete :

i: Mr. ELGERS, was here about the fimt one.
Then Mr. and Mrs. Pinkerton came.

Later, George IMManson from.,in or near,Boston,Mass,
came md became a merchant. About the same time ,
J.A. Morse, el relative of Mr.Nk'-nson came from
Lawrence ? , Mes s .
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E. BENNETT AVERY, now, 19Uy ovm"s one

his house stands. It is i"n \jtt'C N. i". P
Range 24 Eels t , and ']'ownswH%fA6 South .
rods east of the line bet«en'- section

4 '

El3 shown herein. "

acre of land on which
of S. "j.-Z; Section 2;
His house is but a few

3 and 2;
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,71 . "Tanlp Brooker lived here , then Henry -Morris.

[j lj ©': #2. 'siillian1 FI? Booker, then Geo,'Vj'iaters till
\ L G '"· 190'7/8, from Oct..l882, when he had this new

\} #3. kjo'tjse ready to move into. This house
'", wa.s ,oc,cuoied ,by L~,NL, TURNER, la 13 t man,
"ii and torn down summer of 1940.

\# 1. Othem living on Morris farm:
William Fort, a sonni (jf

Allen Fort ; Thomas Y,Sellers liveQ here a few years,
He m. n (I) Ci€ ra Heath ---'lie built a new aouse",l h"- in. -(D) u '".

Z. 1Yfae E«lrord q "C .H.Heath & wife also live on E, e Morr is -- '.
ellers ferm . few years,

" A GeneELogieal problem in our' rese8reh:
/i' 1' il t

i Si3 Griggs, dau of ~ Lemuel m, Bill E"il3on;|, kr \\
! bro. Dick's deu. Jencie ,who"d. from the bite of 8 rattle-

};,, sneke, m. William H.Fore as his !¢2) wife.
He m (I) t i: Betty Wiison, deu. of 'Sis :' and he m. (3) l\lr3 .lh!i;nie B:rmer, 'i

} widow of Booth Barmer who was a brother*of John Banner ,-
!
?
.

i who m. julU Griggs, a si3ter to jencie a niece of Sis: 1

'4riggs . Rat 8nd· Jo, sisters of Sis, iii.
eldwe11, t)rother3 of Mary who m. Dick Gri::; , "nd Fr'znf "'""""
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MARION C CIUNTY FL ORIDA

¥.,l Lk.":13j'j

MOSS BLUFF' 13 an unincorporatedj section of

Marion County. It is situate¢1 in the southeastern
portion of the county and 13 -roughly bounded: on
the north by Lake Bryant, on. the east·by the Big
Scrub, on the south and west .by the Qk1awaha

" River. Historically 3]jee.king:MOss Bluff has been some-

- .f whot" bf+ a wanderer during the past seventy-five
years . Firs t, is was the locntion of+ a warehouse on
the north bank of the Oklawaha River, and about one
he.lf mile sOutheast of the present 'Jnitad States

?

.. " LQcks oti said river, Seeond,location wa:3 m bioss
Bluff POst Office in th home e<jf Robert Fort who
then lived on the rop'i ;tr mile, north of .the old
'.varehouse. Third, ..l t rjC r's to have moved eastw

,?1 ,0)another half mile tc- \v a el now the" Davi3 Corner,. .
and John T,Lewis and- rob ly others served as 3( « (" "i"-¢"t f,
Postmaster of !i!OSS B uf4(' "Ars. Joseph P.Davis f' -"
home was the ?OStO£ ee,i' as "ite as 1920. Fourth,

· Otis Squir&i builtj'a tore b ",1ding in 1921, a

' half mile farther,"' east of Davi"s, Corner and a iitEie g
" m~'later Moss Bluff,."PosY OfYice wa± jnoved into t,hat .-i-m' a~'.

· :ew building whe"re it re"mained 12 year3 , andAaiiri1" · u ..---- "
' '6.he office yyels ,"di s cOntinued and this 3 ec tLon was

.placed on a U?.d. .route. Perhap3 the store and
€ElS 3tation ot L.R;'",Vheeler's3 ,may be cons-idered the
center of MOss Bluff in 1940/4£ Tradition says
that aome of .those early Moss Bluff Post Offices
were nothing jess than the Postmasters coat poCket, " ·

The location of L .R.'.Vheeler 's store is as followm

Longitude , 81 o 51 t 8 " wes t from Greenwich, and

Latitude, 29O 4 ' SO" north from the equator; thi3
13 according to U.S.survey of 193'7. 'this point as
given upon a Florida state map 13 near the west
line of a 40 acre lot in Seetion 19,L 'Fownshii?,,j26
3outh, Range 25 ea3t, and is the ICQ, of the S 4 of
the section, The north line of this 4Oacre lot 18 in
the 3outh end of Long Lake. An old deed states thi3
40 acre traef was fonnerly'Qailed Long Lake, and wel3
about one mile east from Mo3s Bluff, 't



_ _m

A8 early 83 1865, it was known a3 THE BIG SCRUB.--To'b Fort.
ROBERT & JOSEPH FCR'F, hunted. t gpther, and they shot several Panther,
bear, many of them. One big 'er they killed near the present
HUMP Gtiggs pre3ent hou3e9 irj.- ., ,8. Bear were common in the BIG SCRUB

' Per. 'FOB FORT,1940
T"'1E BIG !?Rj'"wz'?:

¥

±'Che biE T'Yeeze came ¥,'29, 1894 "nd chis "u2s follo'.red by

cQother one in Feb. je!y.' '. 1895. Church Record item.
;8
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TOB Fort mys , Feb.1'7,1940---- OLD ROAD:

<' '

'
" ,

W, .

"The FORT MELLON road ran from Sharpe3 Ferry to
Eustis, and this wa3 formerly called, Fort Mason.
This road ran directly p83 my father's old log
home and along the nort' jds of the OLD Mo3s
Bluff cemetery, thenc8 e 3 enly, pa33ing ju3t north
of where James P.Nkirtin p e Pnt house, then on and
entered S.jeff Martln'3 'n o and, pas3ing near where
the later school house was t ,ected, thence on easterly,
and finally entered the pr®ent highway not far from
where Daniel j.Fort now ii'vds; "

"¶,

" ' W .Ul4ll .cwiLL
a44Z 'm ,

A0jA' L L":}( "SL""u W

/·E·u..,LL ^<h-- lL.4 g TH (j-jA-

rhe present travel1ed road, wa3 called, or at
least El portion of it, as late as 1900, the,

MELVONVILLE PUBLIC RO-'D, in the vicinity of
the NEW Moss Bluff Cemetery.

As per deed, Andrew j.77ood.

TOB FORT al3o mys; But 4 3ettler3 were in here in 1868;
1. Robert Fort (his father, west of Old M-B-Ceinetery.
2. 'Nmh. H&rri3on, near S.Jeff Martins; he imane & d.in asqium·
3. Jo3eph Fort, on L.R.I'/Me1ers farm; 8-ll lived in LOG HOUScS.

4. Allen Fort lived in Big scrueEtjssell

1. J!N!ES FUS AIL v¶ 8s b . circSw.. -J835. He m. about 1860 to
Catherine ¶1izab " »b;'""'a=. of 'lien '7ort , jr, "Te served
as a privuja~&Fr e .V7£=nL. about j"m.l,l862 until his d.
v,nieh took plmce at Sewannah ;"'""'~y=Om the me as1e3 , and in Fla.

which place he was Int. 1!e b. md l"i"Vg<in Adanisvi1le,Sumter Co./

.
His widow m. (2) to Pnilim fhurm m Gr'igiS3 , q v.

Ch, b,
'"/ . -.i.L ,1a t':"-"
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. CId Fort home.

3 .
4 ,

5.
6.
,h.

-
(jId Sugar

'K
t · 4 - - r- "

%

?2esent Daniel 'J.Fort house.
Old 1'1len Fort 'ilog housej -:-t \

Emerson Pooser""houseg also 't
Nickj4 LL , Fort: .E--·"-'-' l-, .'J"ducty',

FEank Po'?3er, ,built jiere. '"·"
7u,u, T, a "'.Fy €A A-GAL ^ "µr i «59!,

'JJY )ttS"A"u"" A'tj-"t'j t-ti ,'E '"-j-';"1 "'jtit Dcj 7itE iqou flt" ' '
...tt«ju: St j4ub¢u.

Hole , ( jct- l\AL,'4T "
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MERCRANTS in and near MOSS BLUFF.
. I : ' h .

' · r '

·" ¥

1 . ? ?
.·. ¥

W'
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"""i>, F'dih[ iiATEE'v!AN ke"µt store in a log building on njrth sile of

, .. ,_t"', ~ · I road and eaM:" of the* Davia-Mamh road, tin ].8'7'7 " "!T3 wgg sue-

i ceecied by Mill David Holland, then by Horace ' Thompson wbo_ _
"""" ·

7"carFp rrnnj Gq. 7F'e latter also liveii in the "log titore; then "

. ' Mrs . i'4ar;y Le\uis and her three dam. lived in 2.arn.(3 buildin&0 _
_»""""""" "! "

1'lieri "aT)oU'E" " , the log 3tcire:dew11in& was. torn down.
i After the log building ceased to be used as a store, it

L__
__ _

"
" ! was "used for El dance-hall I"or somC" rµw ""yeaim

0

OTIS SZ""IRES, 'ope'ned a' Stc"r·e in 192i sit \","1j ch Mme he ,'/ElS
POsE M8ster of MnsS Bluff', He caarrdM on b'tziness Tor vi

"71?3 ,
He was Postmaster in his M.B. 3tore for 12 yrs.; 1921-33. "

. ,
/qa¶r

, Lester R.kiheelem hu.ilA". pnCi opened a small grocery store and

, . ,
gcisoline station in"l93l,which is still in operation, , 194/tj{ '

" ' ·_' """_ "_" "4au.to?" " "" " " " -- " k"L d W /
P

..

'"

· t

' i"! '"- i" Ill. hart rn.n3 a store and g£ts st-et.i on neem 7 he '"2£"1"i.ia"j"
'

L. 7 ' ¶
. P 1 "" 7 q

" " V

f '

1
uLLQL .l e gzds fr'oia l- !a8 jjra'iq- up I-'": gP t. c:. Cjkj. 8'uah & ,

* . , .,' #

" ' '
" -'j,i'-

.
,._ Efte.r- the i?aterman 1Qg store closed, a new frame store . -- - : " n
'was built at the Davis corner that wa3 in op!gr&tl.OnL.3evera3

0

, . - .
. years . Horace I. 'Ihon1p3on ran this store , also j. Preston

.Nix later. He also vt'as Post Master. ="'+ ," )

2 .
, (j£dL

AT(yzju ± ._.~4"""j

7 e 7

.

,----, . 1J.S.Mail came from Oca1a by atage, 1920-33? via Electra to M.B.
"" .' " &nd ceased In the latter year when this section VjEl3 transfered

' m,m tO R.F.D. with P .0. at
¥

Wm:R.C.Barcllft owned and . stor on west sAde of road,s.w.

-of- Ben Avery3 ' . , 'ilhe :d'ARn/rq!,s llian ~ began business in Barclift fS
old store; then disposed ofiiS ild-ljig and built El new One on same
.SAde of rQad and some ciistd e feabher north. Geo.",'.FVaters ran

' latter store a yr. then "¢sE:,af "', Siiians" "beCame manager in 1892

' "
':then Mr, pilletllg3 purcha3ed' the,,,p operty and continued business .'

The farmers alliancz eompany? '.\' s composed of (;eo."i".!Vaters3 ,
iOr.D.A. 'ilhomason, j. PrestOn I!b11y, J&eph Stanaland, l'lorman A.
Fort and pos3ibly' one or two other local men.
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(Data from Otis Squire3
( & wife, Jan.24,1940.

MOSS BLUFF POST OFFICE
and

Mail carriem to M.B.

About 1920 M.B. Post Office was in the home of Mm.joseph
P.Davis, but has closed about that time. LATER- - - Mm .

J,o.P.Davi3 was Postmisitress of !'-{Qss3 BluC£, for 4 yrs, from ,1914 until 1918, in the old JJf1 jT.LewiS store,south of road.
L_i I

About 1921 Otis Squires openeU"'jYstore east of his house
'and he was appointed Postmast'yt,'· Y'ith Mrs .Squires as assistant

P .M. They held thi3 positio"n ?2 "'years, when M.B. was placed
on the R.F.D. , with office dt X'Tmatilla, then after about 3
years it wel3 transfered to Okla'.mha where it has 3ince been.

One report states, !',f0SS !3LUFI' POST OFFICE once WEl3 in the
p:resent Robert E, Griggs house, and it was keEt by Mrs . Emnie 'F,
(Griggs) Port,, wife of john H.!?ort,qv. (CHECK! )

.^ PAZTIAL LIST of MAIL CARRIERS: (By 0. Squire 3) .

.
M.o33 Bluff was on a Star Route from until about 1933,

·'j?he stage started at Electra, yent to Oklawaha, M.B. then
returned to '?1ectra. 19?0? oY 33?
1. Mock, of Electr&, ':jas driver 1920.

2. !'/!rs. Samuel A. McKinney hei"d jhe job a few yrs.
.3. Andrew J. Ho1ton, for 4 or g ym. when the Star route was

succeeded by the R.F.D. , about lSX53?and "ar. Jame3 ?Park
covered the route, -then i'n 193'7? the offieeAwa3 tr"nsfered
to Oklawaha and Raymond Gale became the cwrrier, to"date.

OTIS SJJIRES stateg3; when he b"y7" p°"t-master at%', G¶!?aE4· hZ940.

received a salary of :$ 9.00 evegq A'uarter (3 months) , and when he quit
the pay was .g 30.00 per quarter,,AAyhich was when 1'/1.B. people were put
on the R.F,D. route with po3tof£ice at Umatllla, Fla.--20 miles away.

" T

lvirs. Joseph P.Davi3 states 3he ran a store and post office
chi 3outh side of road, in old jcjhn T.Leviis store building;
1914-1918, then s3he 'built a 3t"are,'bn north side of road,stil1

,,s:tanding,1940, and opened El g8s:ml"ing 3tation, which 3he t' '" 'l- ' '" "
aperated for 3ix more years. Its now a farm store house.

q "

i

, -d"'
" .

,
?-.2AIL CARRIERS: Back before th" R.7'i. had entered Oeala,

HEN:Y ANDERSON ijrou©t ty , .,3.ma ii f rom Grahanlvil1e
i to doss Bluff on homeback,.,t " which time the Post Office
, was at the G Davi s C orner , ati Preston Nix was P.Master.

" 1 Then Horace # i. 'nlompson -' r .ught in the U.S.mUI;"' he m.

,
. Ellen Meadom, a dau. of James j'aeadouj3 , q "v. .( % ,PQ,:r' .'7m. R.Freer; 141

!, , " Old JOSEPH FOR'i' (father oi" o:LZie ) ran a store thC Davi3

9 ! Corner before Pres. Nix cenne· >:"" "" ' :'.. .

t Z
.,S '
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FLORIDA LAND IS LAID OUT IN
TO'e'/NS!IIPS & RANGES, OF SIX MILES SQUIRE, STARTING "UTH

ZERO AT TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA.
Eeeh Towmhip contain 36 3quare mile3; each
square mile 13 called El Section and 13 num-

,bered in the form shown below. Sections are
R N' ';:

i
of 640 acres; they may be divided and sub-divided. "" "

7

----- 0 ----- . " RANC¶iE ' Z '"E
"q— A,,RANGE is SIX Linear miles. · A TO'"k'NSHIP is same 2 €/E" '% ----'

:'?a1\9es run 'I'AST & :'!ST; TOWNSHIPS run nOr'ph "c SOUTH, >

.

b

:
I

>{

Sect. i
> Sect.

,"31
, m

Sect.
,F33

\Sect. Sect. I Section. :
#34

, !/35 : iY36
.

n'— / Mi i.!- p"

n""r""""" ;Y6 """ """ "" """ ,1'5""" " " "" "" "" ,µi"""""" " #3 ' " "" "" Y2 ; " ",nij""""" f,"6""" "
I Eaeh Sect. j Sect. d Sect. , Seetion . j

-
is a ° ,, 16? |eAuw%a,, 320 .,acres 640 acres|

Sq .Mile. """ : 8oa- " /6o ,: "'^ver,,-: . \32d" " :

4O "'O. H. ,,. ·. R
,

,?12 q'7/ #8 #9 1/10 m ,,?12! ':'7
1 S.qr. 1 Sqr.
Mile. Mile .

m h'ie- m ,?16 ,Yl5 .!/14 ) j3 ."71Ei"

1

' 1 '
F

=24 fl9 #20 #21· #22 #23 I $'4"" # 19
I ""

1j3, E lKw W. W,
P r

·· —4 - , '

.
W . ,----— UOA uo

; = EL I, , 1',· M

? ; Ss '4. " >.B .--. — . -
t

... ,

#'25 #30
",729. ,'/28 ,¥2'7 ,¥26 : #| 2& #3(j"

....i -
f 1

. · · ·
d'j >oi

i i
,

, \:t;'"::s I,)
""" #36 ""' "'""""'" "" #31,

€32j "" """"
R33 ,Y34

,¥35)" "" t"""" #3"6 ' ,:'31 ""

tt 1
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, . ,
So far El3 discovered,when the men surveyed Florida and laid

out this State irt Townships and Ranges , no deduction wa3 made

in any of the numerous riversi, bays, lakes and ponds in Florida.



:'F!EN THE FIRST '.'MITE S'?TTL'?RS
ARRIVED IN MOSS BLUFF'.

b

- i T '

Tradition sEly3 when the P rtln f ily arrived in this Moss
Bluff section all the 1 lid a c ered with a rank growth of
wild oats , 3tanding fro 6 t 8 eet high, and so th±ek and

' 1"M±h wEts that crop, a ma on seback had difficulty in trav-" "Lil "' '.,0 \1.'j

' elling in many places, v'h "i t e Eround was covered ankle
deep with a K/6/e( moist rich,jhu#eEi¥ This produced, when tilled,
monster crops, but alas fjrgb.,, arid lonE cultivation has now
entirely de3troyed that an&uii "eup of oaU, the 3and-of-

'_Florida can now be 3een irj every Ciirection, while but very
little of that wild-oat s'jed can no[f/ be found about M-B-.

3, 'K

. ,t,fj%.

:!*g'

LJ"
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1 £'ata from Abs tract; otih Squires' 58a acres : U.S.GOV. sold to Heirs,
) Mary Fort, Feb.13,1884. June 8,1889, Victoria Fort, jane & '·"m.Bo=ien,

! helm of late Isaiah Fort, to James W.Reynol-as Dc Robert Fort. Se3t.14,
1899j Fort helm to jjjN.Rejno1ds. Jan".13,1904,jams '¥.& 'vIinnie Reynolas, to

Daniej E.Drlggers; 58Z-A. , iXnl. E.Drfggers to 3tnanuel L. Aartin,Mar. 29, 'QC

.
Apr.'7,1914, E.L.& A.E.Mdrtin to A thur Davi3. Dec -19,1919, {.H.Davis held inEerest, 8nd 'C.A. & Zfta Mae Da-'is held d3ed,jan.2lb1915,

- . ' and, they sold the 58d acres to F. .Davis. Otis Sqaires bought of
Maggie (Smith)Davis> widow O:B Fred FI.Davis. Mr.Squires has given a
deed of 1} acres for the cemetery, and has conveyed propertY to hZs
children. All this 58d aeres3 of land is on north side of th::£";ad;

' 1s} the seZ of N'jiZ (4OA) and N¢ of m of S":¢ except a cemetery plot
:f 3.18 x 6.36 chaines --- 1f acre3. Situated in Section 24;

\ "ownship 16 South; REinge 24 East9 "of the Tallahassee Meridian".
I V
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't, .y . ,,, " HUGH MEADO'NS built 1880? ,
':' '" i """(A. Grigg3 ' .J.ohn ?, Walton came

,"|one here . The house now,1940,
., ,. ,7

W 6
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¥
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the house } mile north of Lemuel
next and Thomm .'Y. Griggs las t
in ruins from a high wind.

t
b

" Ay.ack h..morri3on jived near the Meadows-GriggS house, but
_""" : ( on adjoining "lot to east, Hou3e now,1940, all gone,

P
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,1 ¥ILLIAM E.MARTIN lived in a house, 18'70/1, that stood
" 34ju ? feet we3t of the present Mae Sellers house.

'He moved to the present Jeff" Martin farm 18'7 and built a
"""\n~. --J

,
log house where he lived for yearm ""
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JOHN E. iALLACE farm, was formerly the "'L'i'.jaekson property.

On west side of road and a bit n.w. of
13 an empty house built about 1928-30,
after his m. to Hettie !4. hiLlace.

John 2. :'allaces t
by Ray Herrid'on,
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~j-j . For rEMo y//vc¶ 7'
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The following is

taken from the top of "
an iron-pin driven in-
to the ground about
I foot high. It 13
at the 'i-corners
of Sectioii$ 24-19-
25- 30. Range 24
and 25 East; Town-
ship 16 South.

-- I'eb.11,1941 FBK
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Some' "ar1y" Te aehers in old Eong Lake "' Log Sehool-House:" "- -,

HENRY SIMIGONS. . idr.
. .

B.0','ki'i, ldinnie Fogg, olgi maid. """""

8 1'4[rs . Cummingham . x klrs, 7im,"l. jackson who later

was burned to death in. M-B-.
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CENTER OF MOSS BLUFF

POSTOFFICES and P OSTIQASTERS.

The Center of Moss Bluff, historically speaking,has been
somewhat of a wanderer during the past '75 years . A po3toffice
'.m3S in operation here for around 60 years , and until about
1933 when the R.F.D. was established.

T " """ First ,it was "at the warehouse on the bank of the Oklawaha

'·m,,k,d'
.

Elver, es previously stated, and Robert Fort was in charge.
" " :· "

,
Ec acted as pQstma3ter, and for some time. his pocket was the
FOStOff/Ceg and hter the" office was in hi3 dwelling house

-" which then"stood in the field, some 15 or 20 rod3 wester-
jy of the Old cemetery in Moss Bluff . One party states that

/' ' .. '"" C &Ijt . Adin Waterman, the village merchant , S~WAm-~- posE—

.
" m&bE~du~ tiho. t !uj~l,,NLAajei_=£Lc.e--w&3' -±n hi=-©lQ "-1"og

" .i-- -· iiitore that stood on the ,north side of the road,_a. ab out 15
, . ," - :?ods east of what is now the Davis Corner. (,s£ge 1'.jLRAto ': "/ "yjl F: '"t,

John T.Lewis kept store at the Davis Cornerrand he was "µ""" NYUl¢L
positinaster. This building stood on southXot" preseht roadyltb'-jr$'"x

Joseph P. Davis and family came to Moss Blu?f in. 1913,
and settled On the j .T.Lewis farm; jUrs . Davis was,"Fo"st- ' ""' " " ' "

. ', mistre3s 1914 till 1818 and the office was in the old Lewis '""
. ,,j.tj ' -.-s tore . Then )lfj4Vseve.ral acted as .postmaster until 1921.

5^ :"".," cL . "'" Oti3 Squires built a store near his present home and
>"' "' i opened for bu,siness. in 1921 and he and his wife served as

'" " ,._" Yiaster and Mistres3 for 12 years, when the R.F.D. WEl3 e3-
,' ' ,:',,,. Eablished, with the office at Umatilla, then after around

-. '" .. Tour yegrs the office w8s transferred to Oklawahm
· , ' tp a 4UjA" "

'>' d htr. Squires 3tates, " when I took the office I received
a sdlary of 2S 9.00 every quarter, md when I was relieved
I was paid jj;' 30.00 for the 3-month period.

The above list of postoffiees and'masters 13 far from
eomplete --- most of it traditional. One party states,
Mrs. John H.Port kept postoffice while living in the present
Robert E.Griggs house, Preston Nix also kept store in the
old John T.Lewis 3tore and was oostmaster.

,

" '
,

="!" 3s"tt" ~.4 ---"' Ct-jw 'Q 'U.Lij.,.

MAIL CARRI2RS ,,.Q} 1$ g?, f'uk-i Ly"^-'t&L Cb-' 2'> t. s:u^u..·,

K '- 4Ub""'uH, ^mmL '-L w.U\.ku 1·;. "A~.J
:.fter the" River 'boats ceased to bring tile m&il, it came -M

to 'ioSs Bluff for 3ome yeam by stage. Henry Anders on was
an eenily mail carrier, he came on horse back from Gmhamville.
'Fhen Horace I. Thompson took up the work. Mr.

.. ,
Ivlock W&l3

on.'th'c";' jbb -itm)920, then Mrs . Samuel A.McKenney, and lastly
!%¥» . *" W Andrew T.Holton" for four or f ive years up until 1933 ?

The last three, at lemt, also ran the 3tage. 'they then
3tgrted %SJlecbra, weht to Moas Bluff md to Qk1awdha, then '
k"'etui"nedA'the same route. i'he auto· succeeded horses ,in 1920.

,
!.,r , James ? Park was the f irst R .P, D. man ,~and Lle wa3 sue-

Ceeded by Raymond Gale who delivered the mail) as late as 1942.

\g!39!"( $TZl. t4: tXj 15vUry

.' " 7tn ll[lC4",q Ao "u ',F

/c/,"6!. L}u^d~ (3yr:-u' ·'." 4 f¥e%- , "?,O .
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List of Church Name3:

/ '&a")U/j-^ .·U", /'1 ' A ,

2 IleMer BARKER
_3 BitSS," Nmey

I CAI·':'TFT0N, James .
L Chalker, Lizzie,
3 - " Lulu
If " Mbllie ,

-
==,

) PENDARVIS, Mrs. N?

?. pjj-~¥ uu,.GUjjuy
), P ILL ANS , Meck Lillien,

4 " Mrs . J . C . ^' 'g . e I

-3 " SUN" Q\ '" '

P

L Davis , Mr. & Mrs . J .P . / SELLERS, Ira,-
] DAUGHERTY, Mrs . 2 " Kate ,

d " Mr. & Mrs . Luther,"g DRIGGERS, Ch8rle3,
4 " Christopher,

/ 'i F/'IL, j. H.
2: SMITH, john, /azt4u

2~ FORT, ~ JO3. .9 " - g si I y ~UV, "

1\r
""- ^ stapleto<:n,!is3 Emmie,

' « f· 4 +

/ Gli08S, Mrs.H .C , X-.,.
"\-,4 s7ICKLanD, Mm.

""'. C " auire3 , Mrs . Oti3.
\1,, i

g
,, , y

u b) HASOLD, Mts 3 Nor a ,
,#

"1 a"

2 HIGGANS, Mr.& Mrs. A-.M. . )"

,3 hoyt, ,Mrs.G.H· ,.,,'"" '"t,,}uyLoLu4 µ ty, b 1lj,'
E

.? £
¥·.

,Cc

E' 4 ,t S'" .
,,"

-

i" "'-

.
iwj I

"

.

D

2\ LEWIS, Mrs . j.!i'.

), " ,.}} """ C)'
I

) VETJGHN, Benjamin T.

" " -C- ¶2 '" ?

· / Mc KINNEY, A.
3 " Mrs . S4 JL ·

,2 " Beedy, -,Nbuu

PL " 'Nal t er , '

° i MC.RTIN, Mrs .Nora,
'l " Mr. & Mrs . S. Jrff .
a IC ARSH, Mrs. Mattie,
q h: EADOWS , A. FI.
,5 MORRISON, Addie,
·7 " Mrs . M . A .
G " Sallie,

,b I' G^^ J,K L' ,Y, ,A\ I ,

I, MOCK, Mrs. M.

I WArREMAN, Nl a-.titv A

:, ydE:g'-,,,',=:
,,,m ,S" '.NHITE, Mr'. & M1?3. W·C· \\yn' '.- !

H

6 t' Leon^, = FILLY", '~' " - ·
t WILEY, M1?3 . Anna
" " . ,.J°i""r

),
Y1OoL , 71lNj ,y"f \r,

"
% '-

'm,\4 ~
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k "
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htrs. L.D.Marsh st?tes the old road from Mites Corner to where
Daniel J.Fort 110?,' lives was an old dirt road md rm oractieMly in
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OLD LOH"G LI'KE LOG SCHOOL HOUSE; (by Mrs.Ij.D?¥AR3~

It 3too(i fccing south; wEt3 s'boiit 16 x' 20 feet in size;
the logs were split in order to give ez f8irly:flELt surface in-

side; 2. door in middle of south 3ide, end onej at emt end. There
were two smdL1 windows in north side. ,It -we's tbuilt before 18'72 30

" ^she reports . There was -: '7-inch high . - .-"',- ',,\ jh ']p1atform some 6 ft.
wide £.t west end; on thA J "mil '( "":. :' z" \ ·" "-\y?3 s! bleckboard dbo'ut
5 ft high X '7 or g ft long. . h' " '""" ' , , ,\ \j' \. The temher had 8
chair and desk in N.E.cor?a, v/her% y'a§.(,£1 So ttmAstove , used in cool

,
we&ther, with the stovew-p _ aju$!&)d out the north side nee.r the roof.

.A large gtudy ,table"oceujn-ed ai.1 the center floor space, around this
table were#un*/Aee£Sf long pIank3 usea as Ei. seat to study. A pliLik
shelf ran "along the nojrth well with a long seat, u3ed while the pupi13
writing. ifilso a seat ' elong the south wall except mt the door opening· /

" Ly \,_ i A
.

b , q .;L """V :Ei «tti bAA9U
AlCA%eA a'b" ~Ll^lc. 1,j "

/". JJ\l .;^,:Ll., ,,u ,u> .4A 4 tLi' " E,=' -"t'- ( " "
t&1j, &-C)LjL +L --t ";"'"0< V

·lA4j ^1>G— I CL 1L:L'v a .L-C
4i· ,yu"u /""n) >Uit,ka '" ~
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Moe3 Bli..if£( I"?€hiii; 1942;

>te. i"roir iv ar'iorj. Co.I'kw's; jIm. 2, '42:
.. ... ,.. . .-

DIED, 3ud(iemiy' e-t hiq home , near
Belleviewa j"lm.,, rhrtrS da"/'3, b6hA/
3an.1s tjj94 2, ,^¢' 3'#! 'n'fA'i'ILLA s'":Ll,;n s

" lie w&'iµor? at-'"9"oQ'S' !3l't,.iff, jee.16,
1884; .,:' Suncwgt i'ri48 y jan. 2nd ,1y42;
int. Aectre ce€tery. '. 'le '".as f'

" farme.r 'vy' i;v ,hii h:L'C" life ill
!,!arion c'yfiuit" .1¢' i !!e iCtt his MAOw,
F'ir3.Ethel""'Heli'e,*, a (iali.Miss Lhene,

' 3 sonC.;" botiie.j «:Q:Dert anµ Roy. Eiso
two .sgt:aters, iL 3.hti.!,!?relE)r of Belle-
vi 8w/ &'"jy1rs . G":g,'ieatk;©f ,Vero Beach

Fla . h and"-. bro: DCtvid Sellersi of
hios s "'13lULfj:':: " '""""""" " '

-.
"^"mqiW

~———~
0

W~~~~~~~
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Moss Bluff Items:

Mr.lj .O.Brumbeugh, of Olustee , Fla.
visits, Otis Squire3.

"." p/Ir8 . Jane (bk-rtin) Sanford, and her
ciau . Mrs . A1mE)d& ( S - - - ) Ge iger , of

,
,visit Mo3s Bluff.

" Mr, and I'r¶rsl . M . DeForest, are
living this winter in a home trailer
on land of I,. a. ,a·hee1er, this winter.

EJ3O II.T. Burch, his wife and kid,
hlarvin , c ame t o 'Nhe ele rs tenement
Dec . 1941, from near Bi8marek , No.
Oak. , for the winter.
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MORRISON: TCB FORT s&y3, 1939:

MERDICK ( or Mtzrdock) MORRISON lived 1868
Corner to Lawrence Marsh 's , md atbv-e the
Fjas known as the PENROD PL,ACE, & on Emst
this was a log house --- per '.L'ob Fort.
brother to Norman C. Morrison· I ,!Al.'lf

on the road from Davis
Hornbeak place . ihis

sAde of present road;
This Merdick !1!0RRISON WEiS a

q d

:¶j 7 iui

~~ ~~ ~ ^
MERC!L/'NTS ' Its per TOB FORT --- 1939 :

RICHARD C. 'Erwin lived in & 14i houeie in what 13 now A.J.i'Sood's orange

grove, some rods west of their present dwelling, in 1868-'70; he built
a log store ecross the road which he 8ppears to have run & few years.
"the next one here we!3 old A, "Iatermm v'ho opemated in until eibout the
time of his d. --- 18'79. Then emne Mill Holland "mo was in business
a few yrs. He w83 probably the last merchant ,here. Later Min3. Lewis
0: her 3 dmghters lived here 8 year or two, µ'MH¢K6#/KCH/th/B¢AK

About 18'76, two Jews by the name of S?TERINE (brothers) came here end
built a log 3tore at the Davis Corner. !\fter 8 yeccr or two they
rem to Ocefe, md hired Mr. Herrell who ren the store a few yrs· _~

Lezter, rrank Hill 8.': his father rein the new log store. Pre ston \.P
NIX ran tnis log store; he built the present "4rsnDavis house, 1883.1

. ' ""'""~^~~~~~,
, .

F~jf

JE,CK "HI'I'E lived 18'70? in e log house 3.w. of '.hites Corner, he &
his bro.

,
did merchant bus. neE!r;by in a store building.

Later, they ren,.ed the store to '.m.R.C.B,L CLIFF who ran a general
store , around 1880. Jack '¢dkite also kept Post Office in his store.
lhis wEt3 , & frame building. In 1E?i^2, TOB FORT'S father, 'bid off
the job i or TOB, 8s mail carrier fram 'Yhites Store to Silver Springs,
twice a week, on horse-back. TOB s ay3 : Mill Holland wel3 first
Post Master in M-B- with P. 0. in his IOE store, then JACK '.".hite was
2nd Post Mester with Office in hi3 £/6 store 8t '."-Corner.
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--- 2 Stores and Merchants', } ,mj, VjAi,:tL At(LAjL,/ g % 2, a juujtb>

pI '1i^ iu"~ 4 3 GtC.kr .'LU-&4. r, °m ,

Willi8m R.C.Barcltft was 8.n early mer"chant in Amon (now
f1ectraj . His store was on west side of present road, and
.severdl roCk southwest from the dwelling of E.Bennett Avery.

, About 1890 several of the local citizens formed the Farmem
Allimce Company, viz : George 'V.Waters, Dr. D.A.Thamas\on,
ij,Preston Holly, joseph· Staana1and, Norman A.Port and possibly

one or two other men. They took over the Bar.c1if€ store.
' Afr. 'iiiaters managed the store for one year}S6'1LAbout th&t

r

time the Company builY 8 new store on same side of the road
.but several rods farther north of the Barc1ift building.

James C. Pillems \m&.13 manager' for several ye&r3 and finally
purcha sed the property and continued the same business .

MERCHENTS in MOSS BLUFF SECTION:

the following is not considered 8 complete list of h6h mer-

chants in this section,

One of the fimt orobably wes Jeck White and hi3 brother, ith

Clifford who did business in a log store that stood across the
present roed several rods southwest of where -:.C.1'lhite now lives.
This wes in operation Ebout 18'70, and was ran for several years.

-c-t or near Davi3 Corner there hes been several merchants in
business. Capt. Min '.t'atermm Wdd3 in business soon after he
cane from the war; his log store stood on north side of road,
some 12 or 15 rods eest of the D8vis Corner; after he d. (18'79)
Mill Hollmd ran this 3tand in same store, he was followZd by
Horace Thomp3on, a man from Georgia --- he lived for a time
in the building. Then cane Mrs, Mary E-. Lewis and her :S girls ,
who came here in an ox-cart, and they took up living in the
old 'Netermm log btore. i'fter which it wes used to some extent
8s a dance and entertainment hall, until it fi/mally went to

decay eind ruin. ] S.An t^. T, £^'aj'LU jU^.~ Arem'u~ a "7:)aj~= C!luu ,
l<q b! 4 Ah'>,' Z ", ,7- 'Fbd 741 Q-·tt,.-u, AL" ^~>1 Aim^»:" },T', : -' ' "-

F- (-"~4A. ) % q b? "" e " ,
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(Data from an Oca1a paper,
(by Mrs, 0. Squires , 1/24,1940

MOSS BLUFF POEM I 1
,: (By "lilliam A. Griggs, 193'7, when * years of age: )

m

" MY OLD HOME TO"IN

"Mqs3 Bluff 13 a pleamint place,
Every one is happy and full of grace.

You can have picnics and parties
But we don' t allow any mnarties,

"die have lakes , 'ponds and rivers ,
"you may (walk) or drive your flivver.

The oak3 are green and full of moss,
But in autumn they have their greatest loss.

"The animals are wild and free,
Have been and alway3 will be.

The fields are full of weed3 and flowers ,
They always bloom in the brighte3t houm.

'i'he bee3 are fierce and have long 3tingers,
And the birds are wild and many good singerm

"The 'people are happy and well contented,
Although part" of them haven' t repented.

We love thi3 place, we ever fear2
'.le always forget the bad thlng3 we hear.

" Read thi3 poem and never regret it,
And onee you see Mo3s Bluff you'll never forget it. "

P

OUR FLAG : (from Report by 1?.& AJd. ,1918)
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'It is "only a small bit of bunting,
It is only an old colored rag

' Yet thomands have died for its honor
i'.nd sihed their best blood for the flag. "

Copy of a sign post near rLHITIEs CORNER reads:

sZa=a- v ',,
AGRICULTURE "

F.OR.QST SERVICE i
I

)

U '""'" S ,1
Entering ' , t 1

OCALA i ' !

, NATIONAL FOREST
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and other lone grave3. t
W.b

I'he earliest cemetery in \t]tli3 vicinity of which » have any
knoiktledge 13 the OLD Yard;\, 'n,ow,l940, in the field some 50

,,rods 3 .w. from the l)avi3 cQtner, where tradition 3ays that/4 'tc/zo/
p1Qt has from '75 to 100 bundkis» ,thonE'h, at present we can
f ind, only four-headstone3, iti\,d ,tY/ remaim of twO bri CX v:tjts·

.

I'he ne;xt, was the New Cemete y of lZ acre3 ju3t we3t of
roed and ConEl.Community chur ' ; 'aeeded by Otis Squire3 in
recent yeam.. Thi3 Ms been i .' eb sAnce about 1885; Mr's.
Laura F.Hightower, who d. !'4ar.8j1,.86, 13 said to have been
the fir.st pemon buMed in thi3 Yard.

.
' \\ !g

There 13 a 3izeable Y¢r'd at Electra.
T ' .'

there are three graves in z:Gh:3 wood-land, some 100 rods we3t
of the 'Electra school -"KjSQ," "c 'building. Here are two head-

. 3tones ; one a new marble , r 'ds ; "ISAIAH FORT Confederate
Soldier. " The other;

",%"±eCi to the memory of I.'2.14.FORT

borrj Feb. 2nd, 1864; died 3Ac.l3th lt277." 'i'he t5rd grave
is rparked by two wood 3takel"b.

" i: On the

.. A!ug t:"::
,)ij';"'

ridge n.e. of Little Lake Bryant 13 the remains Of
tery, where severj,1 i?eor)le ;as¢3 buried. ' le f ind but
adstone 'NhlChg tho¶pj bYNenjwe copied the following:

hn memory of c1[Ri!s LONG, b. Feb.2",1860; d. Sept.

15th 1880; \' i
"Flow Utort t1\e ·race our brother has run Qa a Mar.

·
cdt down .in" eill his blome, '

i: ,M0.

His eourec on earth hezd ju3t began,
Now ended in the tomb".

3 t'

S.!ndrew Smith reports th ' 'a man, and his two children were
buried 3otyic 150 feet wes y of Harry H.Hart's hou3e; Ze.e, him.

€'

.

\
,,C¢'"

. *-

Also, that a Negro WEl3 1 ed and buried years ago, some 300
feet south-v83t of ~ h , and near his fence gate. "

""- _7—-
, ,, ,, , , "1 /-/AR T'51""""

T\">tjjS = ci~jt )cUjt \NNjrL , Z=¢ _% cl", ]'r'UCL4b~L ^~lAl . 1l:h ,'. ·% , ,:u
OmA Lwujjlo- :m Cal --10^"- T"" .? .

.,) Old Capt.lXien ?aterman, w < led Sept.8,1879 13 buried in&rjjA",' , , a lone-grave south of the , " vis Cornqr and only a+few rcj'd,s
F"'okt . " from present highway: L'""4"' t" "t.> ;k^-t ti'ttL -tcy> -"Ju'·'l'~ ,' ALLb oL

C0'~l CLtiv | -t'~? + ¢'":·<L4jt "^LL-*aa"· ," '
r" jEMLd HENRY H/!LFORD and )three of his small ehildren etre int.
1 in El small yard situatejj "'Q.'br 75 rods north of his old home

i
and Z mileZortherly of F. ,Yawrence D:!4ar3h'3 house.

,,j 7: Ir:1'. 'I L "'" ( 4~l) SLLtbe.b '. / 'L¥O, 4 "-t, .h·; .'.¢" :Ltg-i 'tLp%Q.g % ' -1'u^h
i

LAd;a.> a·mL su. 3 Uu, JtomU- Ll. tu µj. (!uLaL.m.
c'&ARA.^tn ,

Yd ~~ T


